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7 have n not  almays been the bet 


£ LY [i 
men who have made "moſt noiſe in 


the world, nor ate thoſe actions 
moſt deſerving to be recorded, which have 
obtained the greateſt ſhare of fame, We 
may ſay of many of thoſe whoſe names and 
deeds. have been tranſmitted to us with 
' renown, that it had been happy for them- 
ſelves and many others, if they had never 
been born. _ Ambition, pride, revenge, 
cruelty and oppreſſion, were the moſt dil- 
tinguiſhed features in the characters of the 
. heroes 
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| theſe faithfully recorded. 
— 
fvence of example o on the human ; 


4 Tho Life and Charafter = 
wins of antiquity. They deſerve our ab. 


 Honrence therefore, rather than our admi- 


ration; ang thpir;actions, inſt. i of being 
imitated, ſhould, by all, be moſt Ccare- 
40 


2 fully avoided. 2 65 


There have been, on the other Thand, 
men in every age of the world, whoſe 
piety and purity, whoſe humility, bene- 
votence and zeal, have! rendered. their 
example worthy to be followed. And it 


has ever been thought advantageous to 
mankind, to have the lives ww — 


writers were "well Acquaintes 18 


and therefore they have exhibired to dur 
view, the faith of Abraham, the meckneſs 
of Moſes, the Patience of 7b, the feryency 
of David, the prayerfulnefs "of Daniel, and 
the zeal of Paul. They direct bs tö a 
eloud of witneſſes with which we are com- 
paſſed about, that we may thereby beani- 


mated and encbufaged, to run with | om 
5 ence the race Wick! 18 fer nen us. 
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We have, of late, GER wired to the 
ſtudy of Sacred Biography boch from the 
pulpit and the preſs, Dr. Hunter has given 
us at large, and in elegant lahguage, the 
lives of ſome of the vorthies mentioned in 
the Moſaic hiſtory, \ And the public is 
greatly indebted to the Rev. Mr. Robinſon; - 
of Leiceſter, for his delineation of ſeriprure 
characters. As an individual, I could with 
the worthy author knew how much I think 
myſelf obliged to him, for che pleaſure 
and advantage I have received in the pe. 
ruſal of his four volumes. And I Ope- I 
ſnall be rxquſed, if I beg leave to recom- 
mend this uſeful work, to as min of my 
friends as have not ſeen it. | 

© There is great advantage, ſays Dr. 
Bates, in looking on examples: they are 
more ĩnſtructive than naked precepts, and 
more clearly convey the knowledge of our 
duty. A work done in our fight by ano- 
ther, directs better in the practice of it; 
is more acceptable, and of more powerful 
efficacy to reform us, than counſel and 

A 3 admonition 
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admonition nat ran if wo- 


ken with an impetious air, wherein vanity 


has à viſible aſcendant, is heard with 


diſtaſte, and often with. diſdain. But an 


excellent example is a Gitent reprook, not 
directed immediately to irregular perſons; 


but whiehdifcovers what ought to be done, 


and leaves the application to themſelves, 
And the impreſhon. is more quick and pe- 
netrating than that of words. In diſicult 


precepts, no argument is more effectual 


than examples. For the poſſibility of be- 
ing conformed to them, is confirmed: by 


Inſtances in others; and . eme 
 firmaity.is-taken away.. 


The command binde ue to our duty; 


example eneourages to perſormaner : Yet 
the pattern of the angels, who-are pure 


ſpirits, is not ſo influentiab upon ua: ias che 
pattern of good men. This ig mare cor - 


reſpondent and proportionate to our pe- 
ſent ſtate,” The light, of ika das iu not ſo 
uſeful to us in managing our affairs, as 
i 1 of a. candle ann ite. 

cet t * Good 


Of ht Rev. Jobn Parte. 7 
nearly allied to us. They were'cloathed 
with the ſame frail garment of fleſh; they 
had dike -paſbans ; they were in the ſame 
contagious world yet they were holy and 
heavenly in their affections and actions. 
They lived iu civil converſation with men; 
munen n Sed e 805} wha e 

Theſp judicious obſervations are peru- 
ee to the exatiple of him, to 
whom theſe memoirs relate. He moved 
in a humble ſphere, lived in an obſcure 
world; yet; in his liſe, and in His death 
the power and grace of the goſpel were 
| dilplayed;: in a ſtriking manner. 

Jon Parker was born — 
near C us, March 10% 176, O. S. He 
was the ſun of Thomas Panter, a native of 
lreland, When he was about eleven years 
of age, his father fixed him in a family 
chen roſicling at Steoks,; about three miles 
een uod village. Here he 
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continued a long time; and my inforinant 
the. latter part of that pe- 
riod, his gravity and ſerĩouſneſs were ſuch, 
as cauſed him to be both feared and loved 
by thoſe who were near him. 

It is worthy-of remark, that thoſe who 
have made the moſt conſiderable advance- 
ment in piety, have, through the power 
of divine grace, been brought to ſet out 
in their religious courſe betimes. And 
generally ſpeaking, thoſe on whom God 
has put moſt honour, and whom he has 
made the brighteſt ornaments in his church 
below, have feared and ſerved him in their 
youth. Many inſtances might be menti- 
oned to illuſtrate this obſervation. A con- 
ſiderable inducement, one would think, 
to engage young perſons to hearken to the 
counſel of the wiſeſt of men, Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth. 

Mr. Parker was brought under ſerious 
impreſſions at an early period of life, 
about the fourteenth year of his age. He 
was long confined by a diſorder hi 
affected 


relates, that in 
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O the Revs, Fobn Parker. £9 
affeRed his limbs, and rendered him. in- 
capable of joining his young compagions 
in their, diverſions. But this affliction 
was in meręy. For he who ſaid- to his 
church of old, I haye chaſer thee -i in the 
furnage of affliction, who had deſigns of 
mezcy.eo accompliſh.in and by this youth, 
was, pleaſes, during his con ine 7 
bring bim to a deep! ſenſe of the evil of. ſin, 
and to give a turn to his mind and thoughts, 
which 35, in a. courſe of time, 'produc- 
tive of che happieſt effects, But being in 


capable of attending the public means of 
inſtruQign,, though he was awzkened to 
an awful. apprehenſton of his deplorable 
condition, as a ſinner, he had no knowledge 
of ſalyation by Jeſus Chriſt. - He bad, for 
a long time, ſore and heavy: conſficts in 
his- mind. He read his bible wich great 
diligence, and cried t Gad dor his gra- 
cious guidance, and for the: pardon of his 
ſius; but found no immediate relief. 
Sometimes he thoughit his caſe! abſolutely 
87 and was aun by 


- -eniptarian, 


to The Lift and Charaffer 
temptation, and diſtracted with blaſphe- 
mous and atheiftical thoughts. 1 have 
ſome papers before me, which contain a 
mournful hiſtory of this part of his life; 
and I have heard him frequently ſpeak of 
the ſevere conflicts lie then had. But at 
length he was brought up out of the hor- 
rible pit and the miry clay, his feet were 
ſet upon a rock, and his goirigseffablithed. 
The perſon, I think, with whom he 
reſided, gave him at one time a preſſing 
invitation to go and hear that eminent mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt, the late Rev. Mr. 
Grimſbat, of Haworthb. He was very 
reluctant, partly on account of the lame 
neſs which ſtill attended him, and partly 
becauſe he had but very faint hopes of ob- 
taining any benefit. The requeſt was 
urged again and again, with the promiſe 
of a horſe to ride on, if he would but go. 
He at length complied; and it pleaſed 
the Almighty ſo to illuminate his benight- 
ed mind, by the diſcourſe he heard- thay, 
day, that, I think, he never ſunk into his 
former deſpondency. Mr, 
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Mr Gnimbow, who was at that time (ex- 
pounding the thirty; nine articles, was to 
him a meſſenger of peace; while he ſhew- 
ed, how the guilty ſons of men are par- 
doned through. the blood of Jeſus, Chriſt, 
who game to ſeek and to ſave. that which 
Mas loſt. This was good news to our 
young convert. Hs heard, with aſtoniſu- 
ment and joy, ef that divine expedient 
which, infinite wiſdom, has contrived, thro* = 
him that believeth in Jeſus. This was 
to him as liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of, the priſon to them that are 
bound. He ſaw the propriety and fitneſs 
ol the remedy to his own caſe, He ſaw 
ko every purpoſe is anſwered by the re- 
demption which is in Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
relief of the periſhing ſinner, and for the 
honour of the divine perfections. He 
believed the teſtimony of God concerning 
his Son, and experienced that peace which 
| e e e con- 
ce. 


| The 


| frequent attendanee chere; being however 
ſomewhat better able to walk broad, he 
vent to ſeveral different places o worſhip 
nearer home. But while he WH weck and 
deſired- to hear of coinplete ſaly tion by 


deſtly introduced himſelf into the cfn- 


— Wang 
e een "utiietion 


by Jeſus Chriſt; and his perfedt tightewul- 


neſs, now moch engaged His attention. 
His diſtanee from Hatborth; prevented-his 


grace, through Jeſus Chiift be found thic 


-the prevailing and falhionable mode of 
preaching was. to lead men t truſf # 


their own rightcouliids} and to depend 


for acceptance with God, ndt dn the 4. 


tonement of the Redeemer, but on their 
ovn fincere obedience ; or, if they had 


ice, And 


Jp Deine 5 


"failed in that, on their t 
purpoſe of umendment. 
This difquicted him much. He mo- 


Pray of one or ty of thoſe clergymei on 


-whoſeminiſtrationshe then attended he 
ing to obtain mote fatiafuction fromæthem 
in * conference, in reſpect dc d | 


important 


O ile Rev, Jabn Parker. 15: 
important points abope: mentioned, than 
he had dane from theis public preaching- 
But te his rp ee on ſoup 
nnter ee. 1 gnisd 2id 0 e2g0! 
began. to heap that Hi ih de, "TY 
eminent. miniſtex « of Jefus, Chriſt, the late 
Mr. Aud. Jactſen. He left the eſtabliſned 
church with great x elufance. for. he had 
a ſtrong attachment to it; but by degrees 
his pre} judices againſt diſſenters were over · 
come; as hę found Mr. Fack/op's preach- 
ing and manner af life conformable; to the 
ſacred ſeriptures, for which he had a molt. : 
ſerious and-fieady; regal... 

After ſome time, he commenceda mem 
ber of the ſociery, united together under 
the: DN Fare. of, the mimiſter abqye- | 
named ad as he devoted much of his 
leiſure time to the reading, of his bible, 
wth thoſe who feared Gad. he made ſpeedy 
advances. in, Knowledge and, Piety. Mr. 
Valle, 150 Was a man of great reading, 
N B and 


0 


and very conſiderable abilities, was de- 
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lighted with the company of his young 
friend; and as he conceived favourable 
hopes of his being rendered publickly uſe- 


ful, he took great pains for the cultivation 


and improvement of his mind. The wor- 

thy man's labouts of love were not ill be- 
ſtowed ; for our young convert profited © 
much by them; and I have always heard 
him ſpeak of Mr.  Fackfon with i abs re- 
ſpect and veneration. 

In the year 1753, Mr. Parker was cal- 
led forth by his friends, to the exerciſe of 
public preaching. When it was firſt men- 
tioned to him, being impreſſed with 
conſciouſneſs of his o inability, he trem- 
bled at the idea of appearing in a public 
character. The unwearied impportunity 
of the church to which he belonged, at 
length prevailed on him, to attempt to ex- 


pound and improve ſome portion of God's 


word. His inward diſcouragements still 


prevailed, and his modeſty and difidence 


induced him to form a reſolution, to make 
1 no 


Of the Rev, Jobu Parker. Is 


no farther trial. This reſolutian however 
was at length. over-ruled, and Mr. Parker 
might be ſaid almaſt literally to be thru 
* to labour in the vineyard. 

+ Beſides preaching; occaſion — at Bar- 
noldfaick, and other places, Mr... Parker 
Was rendered very uſeful to a people in 
Bolland. The, Lord bleſſed his labours, 

—_—— him acceptable wherever he 
e, and made him the inſtrument of 
| curving many to righteouſneſs. 

In the year 1763, Dec. 34, Mr. Jackſon 
a0 our eſteemed friend the year 
after was ſettled at Barnold{wick, as the 
miniſter and paſtor of the church and con- 
gtegation there. Here he continued to 
labour with diligence, fidelity and fer- 
vour, for many years; till being by af- 
fliction rendered quite incapable of fulfil - 
ling the duties of his office, he reſigned it. 
. The following ſentiments. are. ſo juſt, 
and contain ſo decent an apology for the 
dlefectiyeneſs of theſe memoirs, that I hope 
ie writer will. forgive. the inſertion of 
| B 2 them 


— 0 — - 
* a. 
* 
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* 


them here. 
à letter to me, written ſoon after Mr. 


Parker's death, by ole of lis valuable 


l others. 
ful and an affectionate friend indeed! One 
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« 473? " 


correſ eee, - 


thank you for m a fhrel- 


| nates with which yo kindly favoured 
me, reſpecting an event very intereſting 


and affecting both to myfelf and many 
I have loſt in Mr. Parker, a faith - 


whoſe tenderneſs of diſpoſitish; and Tigh- 
city ofjudgment; rendered Rinn in gut walu- | 
able; and whoſe intimate ifiterevurſe-with 
Heaven; made an intereſt in Ms prayers 
juſtly eſtimable. His removal from his 
vale of tears, is an occurrence which I 
have long expected, and yet it appears 


ſudden at laſt. How fernarkably was His 


deſire granted, that his life and his uſe- 
ſulneſs might cloſe together 

There are many to whom a memorial 
of his life and character would be very 
precious. I am pleaſed with” the plan 


propoſed; at the ſame time, am aware 


6 of 


Of the Rev. Jobn Parker. 17 


_ of the difficulties you mention, which 

"i ineyitably occur in the execution, of 
Tet I hope ou will aut deglige.the 

| pr ng 11 * 10 Der | 

The forming an ante opisian af pw 
character is very different from an attempt 
to delineate the particular excellencies of 
ſuch a character. Let à ſketch of Mr. 
Parker's. life, will be very intereſting to 
his friends, though it ſhould be but ſhort, 
through a defect n m—_— Weed of 
intelligence. 

I have heard As I chink "A 
quently, by perſons of | diſcernment, that 
in the ſermons, letters, and converſation 
of our deceaſed friend, there was an evi- 
dent diſplay of ſtrong natural abilities, as 
well as eminent piety ; and that amidft 
all the diſadvantages attending the want 
of 'a liberal education, and an -obſcure 
ſituation in life, the diſplayed a fertility of 
invention, a vigour of mind, and a juſt+ 
nefs of thoughr, which made his 1 
ſitions highly reſpectable . 

B 3 As 
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As I may be ſuſpected of purtiality to 
my departed friend, T hope T ſhall be for. 
given, if I take the Hberty to preſent the 
eader with a ſhort extract of a letter ad- 
Frelled to Mr. Parker's widow, by: I 
of his diſtant correſpondents. F115 
Since the removal yg my dear 
and long loved friend, I have often rer 
commended his widow and family to the 
care and favour of the God whom he 
ſerved, and in whom he truſted. «Your | 
loſs of ſuch a huſband, after ſo-many years 
of tender endearment, muſt be very great. 
I can aſſure you, that I do moſt affection- 
ately ſympathize. with you, in your pre- 
ſent diſconſolate circumiſtances, attended 
as you are, at this advanced period of life, 
with a load of preſſing infirmities. May 
he who diſdains not to call himſelf the hu 
band of the widow, ſupport you with his 
almighty arm, and ee you with his 
divine conſola tions 

I have long enjoyed the friendſhip, : the 
counſels and the prayers of him, whoſe 
22ath 
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Of MD John Parter. 19 
death you now lament. My Ioſs is great, 
though in noldegtee equal to yours. I am 
looking forward with dope, that, unwor- 
thy as Lam, I ſhall meet him again in 
that bliſsful world; whete ſickneſs, and} 
pain, and death can never come! 

He was indeed very dear to me; and I 
ſhoukbhaveatllecmedlic: a great favour to 
have been with him in the laſt hours of his 
life. Chetiſh the expectation that, in due 
time; you ſhall rejoin the dear ſaint, who 
is now happy and: glorious in the preſence 
of God and the Lamb, on mount Zion 
above. He has doubtleſs there met with 
many to whom he was much endeared on 
earth, and who were dear to him. Whoſe "EY 
ſorrows it was once his endeavour to ſooth, 
and whoſe joy in God's ſalvation, it was 
the delight of his heart to promote. 
Whom he watched over with tender and 
faithful care; and whom he directed and 
encouraged in their way to the land of reſt. 
May you, and. may I watch and wait 
a" the 0 of our Lord! May we live 


dhe 


— — 
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the life of our righteous friend, and, as 
he did, may we wait for the ſalvation of 
God! He was a moſt eremplary chriſtian. 
He lived near to God while on earth; and 
he is now happy in the preſence of that 
Jeſus whom unſeen he loved, and in whoſe 
ſervice he was willing to ſpend. and be 
ſpent, So long as I am able to tecollect 
any thing, his memory will be dear and 


precious to me. And the hope of meet- 
ing him in the eternal world, makes me 


now long more than ever, to be prepared 
to go thither.“ 

I am far from ſuppoſing, 5 A511 far- 
ther from aſſerting, that Mr. Parker was 
exempted from the common infirmities in- 
cident to humanity, in this imperfect ſtate. 


In the moſt upright man, ſome defect may 


be perceived by the attentive obſerver. 
But this I will ſay to the honour of divine 


grace, that in my late eſteemed friend, I 


think the chriſtian character was enem- 


plified to a high degree. 
Wherever he came, it was Ri his. en- 
deavour 
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deayour to promote the welfare of thoſe. 
who were neat him. He did nor affome 
an air of auſtefity and moroſeneſs ; but on 
the contrary, he was mild, gentle, - affable 
and chearful in converſation. He had 
the peculiar felicity of gaining the atten- 
tion of the company into which he occaſi- 
onally fell, to! ſuch hints of advice, in- 
ſtru&jon or admonition, as he thought 
moſt likely to do them good. And he 

had the art of doing this, without excit- 
ing cheir diſguſt, or kindling heir reſent- 
ment. Ne united the wiſdom of the ſer - 
pent with the gentleneſs and innocence of 
the dove. He laboured to excel in the 
wiſdom of winning ſouls ; and ſtudieti 
how he. might, within the limits of a good 
conſcience, become all things to all men, 
that by all means he might ſave ſome. 

He thought no one beneath his notice 
in the families where Providence at any 
time caſt him. The young children, and 
even the ſervants and dependents in ſuch 
Emilles, were regarded by him; gentle 


hints 
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hints of inſtruction given them, and ſuit⸗ 
able petitions offered up to God for them. 
For he made it his practice to join in ſocial 
worſhip, with thoſe who entextained him 
at their table, . oecaſtongfi e 

- him with a bed. Moti 

The great ends he had in nein his 
. preaching, he alſo ſought 10 promote. by 
his friendly, viſits; and thus he ſeconded 
in the parlour what he advanced in the 
pulpit. How much more becoming the 
character of a man of God, a, miniſter of 
Chriſt, is this, than to mingle in the idle 
chat of the day? Mr. Parker exemplified 
the divine rule, Let your ſpeech be always 
with grace, ſeaſoned. with falt, that it 

may miniſter grace to the hearer s. 
In the gift of prayer Mr. Parker excelled 
moſt men I ever knew. Thoſe who unit - 
ed with him in that exerciſe, whether in 
the public congregation or in private 
families, cannot ealily forget the ſpititua- 
lity, the humility, the propriety and the 
feryour of his Janguage = at the throne of 
grace, 


TY I” "Tn 
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grace. In his addreſſes to God, his ul 


ſeemed to expand and delight itſelf, as in 
its propet᷑ element. He needed not writ- 


ten forms of devorion to aſſiſt him; but 


prayed like one who was accuſtomed to 
familiar intercourſe with his Maker. 


Without being tedious, he offered up pe- 
titions ſuited to che cafes of all preſent. 


And chere was fuch a ſtteam of devout and 


unaffected eloquence id his focial prayers, 
that, to adapt the language of the late 
Marquis of Halifax, concerning ſome of 
his co-temporarĩes, A man would be in- 
clined to believe, that heaven irſelf. dic-" 


tated his words to hien.“ 


The reaſon why he excelled in this happy 


talent was, as T always thought, his being 
ſo much habituated to devorional exer- 
ciſes in private ; where, from day to day, 


he peared out his ſoul before God, for 


himfelf, for his friends, whoſe caſes he 


particularly remembered, for the whole 


church; and for all men. The poſture he 
_— in lris hours of retirement, at leaſt 
| frequently, 


frequently, was that of  proſtrating him- 
ſelf with his face to che ground. This pol- 
ture he thought moſt becoming an un- 
warthy ſinful creature, in addxeſſing the 
Moſt High God. What, a privilege muſt 
it be tobe intereſted in the prayers of ſach 
a man] The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much. ,,,,; 
In the year 1255, Mr. Parker was mar- 


5 ried to Mary Atkinſon; who was to him an 


induſtrious, faithſul, and affectionate com- 


panion to the end of his pilgrimage, and 
who is now wailing in patient, expeRation F 
to rejoin him in a better word. 
He was a pattern of conjugal tender- 
nels; always diſcovering the greateſt re- 
gard ſor the wife of his boſom, ſympa- 
thizing with her in all her infirmities, ever 
ſpeaking kindly to her when, preſent, and 
well of her when abſent; ſtriving to make | 
her comfortable, and endeavpuring to | 
promote her ſpiritual, and eternal welfare. 
He treated her aged mother, while ſhe 


wei with, the greateſt reſpect and be- 
haved 


\ 
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haved to the daughter of u with alt 
the kindneſs of an indulgent father. 


As a paſtor to the Hocle, over which the 


Holy Ghoſt made him overſeer, he was 
diligent, peaceable, af ectionate, and faith - 
ful, He gave full proof that he ſought 
not theirs but them; being content with 
a very ſmall ——— Powe _ for | 


his ſupport. © | | 
' Thouglttie w was oi in his' Ne. 


gious ſentiments, and held faſt hat he 


looked upon to be the truth; yet he was 


very candid to thoſe who differed from 


him in doctrine or practice, leaving them 
the ſame liberty to think and judge fox 
a which he knew he N a SAY 

to. take. . 
It pleaſed God to exerciſe him with 
heavy and manifold afflictions. His con- 
ſtitution was greatly injured in His youth; 
the effects of which attended him throogft 
life, and followed him to the grave. For 
ſome years he was rendered incapable of 
attending ſtatedly to the duties of His mi- 
C niſterial 
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oiſterial office, by a complication of diſ- 
orders, chiefly of the nervous kind. He 
was frequently convulſed, and affected 
with a ſhivering, Iike that of a perſon in 
a ſtrong. fit of rhe ague, tri, 
Theſe Ascona occafoned 4X refighs 
ing the ' paſtoral office at Barnoldfwick, 

where he had ſpent ſo many years of his 
life. And with his office, he gave vp all 
dependence on the people for ſupport. 
He had a ſmall plot of land at Zees, where 
he reſided, which furniſhed him with the 
means of keeping two or three cows; and 
through prudence, induſtry and-ceconomy, 
together with ſome tokens of kindneſs 
from his diſtant friends, his wants, and 
thoſe of his family were comfortably ſup- 
For ſome time he continued in a great 
meaſure ſilent, with reſpect to preaching. 
But it pleaſed God ſo far to mitigate his 
complaints, that he accepted the invita- 
tions of his diſtant friends, and began to 
make little excurſions, and to officiate as 

5 a 
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a ſupply in ſuch congregations as needed 
his aſſiſtance: This affordei him many 
agreeable interviews with thoſe who high- 
ly reſpected him, and for whom he had an 
equal regard, and contributed to the re · 
cruĩiting of his health and ſpirits. ieee 
I think'it was in the year, 1790, 8 
he accepted of an invitation ſrom the 
ſociety at Wainſeate; in Wadſworth, near 

Halifax, to remove to them with his fa - 
mily, and be their ſtated miniſter; This 
removal, though it appeared to Mr. 
Parker to be matter of duty, nevertheleſs 
muſt have been very trying. At ſo late 
a period in life, for him and his family to 
leave their little inheritance, where they 
had ſo long reſided in tranquillity” and 
peace; to leave their old friends, and 
come to reſide among ſtrangers in a cold 
and mountainous part of the county, 
muſt have called for a good degree of for- 
| titude and ſelf· denial. Here; however, 
by the appointment of Providence, chis 

worthy man was to end his. days. 
| C 2 He 
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le is gone from the regions of ſorrow 


ve to that land of reſt and peace 
where he longed to be. His friends will 
ſee his face no more in this world; no 
more enjoy his ſociety; no more profit by 
his preaching, his counſels or reproofs; 
no more be edified by his prayers, offered 
up in the publie aſſembly, or intheir private 
families. No more is his perſuaſive voice 
heard in the pulpit, calling {inners to re- 
pentance, warning them to. flee from the 
wrath to come, or directing them to be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the ſin of the worllu. 

He had the ee of nn ſouls 
much at heart. He mourned . with great 
ſincerity over the fins and miſeries of man- 
kind. What he had told the careleſs and 
uvnconcerned part of his hearers often, he 
rold them -again with weeping, that they 
were the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, 
and that without repentance, their end 
would be deſtruction... So long as he had 
{ſtrength and health to 40 it, he not only 
Preached 
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preached publicly on the Lord's days but 


more privately from houſe to houſe ; where 


he might have an opportunity of addreſſing 
thoſe ho neglected publie ordinances; 
and thus, like the great apoſtle, he warned 


every man: and enen night 


ne 


He ad from ſeeking <9; amuſe; his 


bann loſty nations, and ſwelling 


words of vanity. He uſed great plainneſs 


of ſpeech in delivering the moſt important 


of all. meſſages, and by fincerity and in- 
regrity, commended himſelf toevery man's 


conſcience in the ſight of God. Philoſo- 


phical diſquiſitions, ſpeeulative points of 
doctrine, Which have no influence on 
chriſtian practice, but may be termed mat- 
ters of doubtful diſputation, he avoided. 
He was a peaceable- and leyal- ſubject, 
firmly attached to the coaftitution, and 
thankful for the privileges enjoyed under 


yet he meddled not with ſtate affairs; 
judging in himſelf that political diſputes 
| C 3 are 


the government. of his preſent Majeſty; 


4 
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are very unſuitable for the pulpit. He 
offered up his conſtant and fervent petiri- 
ons for kings, and for all-in authority; 
and reminded his hearers, that the ſame 
rule which requires us to fear God, alſo 
requires us to honour the king. 
Though he ſeldom, if ever wrote is 
ſermons, it was'evident to every attentive 
hearer, - that what he delivered was not 
crude and undigeſted, but che reſult of the 
cloſeſt thought. In all his diſcourſes he 
purſued a regular plan. He ſopported 
every doctrine he advanced, by prooſs 
Judiciouſly ſelected frem the facred ſcrip- 
rures, and he illuſtrated his meaning by 
apt and ſtriking ſimilies. His ſentences 
were of a conſtruction entirely original; 
but ſuch as eould not fail to pleaſe the 
generality of thoſe WO heard him. The 
ſtrength of his memory was aſtoniſhing. 
But his heart was in the work in which 
he was engaged, as will appear from the 
letters now laid before che eye of the 
Public ain 3282 e 1 but 
4 2 i 
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in the pulpit always ſhone with the ſame” 
degree of ſplendour, ' He had his dark, 
as well as his lueid imervals. But when 
he was under a favourable gale, and his 
ſubject peculiarly intereſting, W could 
hear him without aſtoniſhment ! It Was a 
feaſt divine to fit under the found of his 
voree at ſuch ſeaſons. Ir torrent of fered 
eloquence, iſſuing from the fervour of his 
mind, ſeemed to carry away the hearts of 
his heaters before it. Who could reſiſt the 
wiſdom or the energy withwhich he ſpoke? 
The reader will obſerve, that I no ſpeak 
of the vigorous part of Mr. Parker's liſe; 
before he was enfeebled with diſeaſe, or 
decrepit with age. Yer even in the cir?- 
cumftances laſt mentioned, his preaching 
exhibited a picture of dignity in ruins.” © 
As he was deeply impreſſed with the 
importance of the meſſuge he had to de- 
liver, he did not degrade it / by cbarſeneſs 
and inelegance of langunge. Men of 
learning and refinement —— 
Ty | "as 
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to declare, that they were much pledſed 
and edified'by his diſcourſes. 1\ 1 + - 
| | What Dr. Johmſon has recorded concern- 
ing Dr. Watts's manner of preacking, may 
be applied to that of Mr. Perker. © He 
did not endeavour to aſſiſt his eloquence 
by any geſticulations; for, as no corpareal 
actions have any correſpondence with 
theological truth, he fa fee how they 
could enforce it.?! 1 
As to his religious e ee | 
thoſe which we commonly diſtinguiſh by 
the name of moderate Calviniſm. Should 
any of my readers be at loſs to know what 
mode rate Calviniſin is, 1 will tell them in 
as few words as I can, what Mr. Parker's 
ſyſtem was. He thought it clearly reveal · 
ed in the ſcriptures, that man, created 
after the image of God, is now ſunk into 
a ſtate of depravity, guilt, bondage, help- 
leſsneſs and miſery ; that his recovery from 
that ltate is owing to the purpoſe and love 
of God; that there is full ſalvation in the 
_ of Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son of 
God, 
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God, who by his death gives life everlaſt- 


ing to all of every nation and condition, 


who believe in him, and receive him̃; that 
the Holy Spirit applies tlie ſalvation of 
Jeſus, by quickening, renewing and ſanc- 
tifying the polluted ſinner; and that in 
conſequenee of this, he brings forth fruit 
to God, and walks in the ways of holinefs, 
till at length, through the riches of divine 
grace alone, he is e e to 125 Holes: 
ſion of eternal glory. EMT. 

The vindication ofthis ſyſtem is adn 
buſineſs» here; not ſhall-I make any at- 


tempts to temove the prejudices of any of 


my readers againſt it; but recommend it 
to all, to ſearch the ſacred ſcriptures for 
themſelves; with ſerious attention, and a 
humble dependence on divine guidance. 
This ſurely becomes all who wiſh to know 
what they muſt do to be faved. Is 
The ftrain of Mr; Parker's preaching 
was experimental and practical. He la- 
bouted moſt aſſiduouſly and conſtantly, to 
un the ignorant, to quicken and rouſe 


tho 
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the ſecure, to direct the humble inquirer, 
to comfort the mourner, to exalt the di- 
vine Redeemer as the author of eternal 
ſalvation, and to promote that vital and 
practical holineſs, without which no man 
ſhallſee the Lord. He teſtified to all, the 
nature, the neceſſity, the importance; and 
the proper fruits of repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. He dwelt on the obligations un- 
der which the ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom 
lie, to obey his laws, to wear his yoke, 
and be conformed to his example. 

If you would have deprived this good 
man of his chief delight, you muſt have 
debarred him from ſpending his ſtrength 
in the ſervice of his divine Maſter. It was 
his meat and drink to do the will of his 
heavenly Father:- His work was his re- 
ward. To him indeed Chriſt was preci- 
ous; this appeared by the pleaſure he took 
in ſpreading abroad the ſavour of his 
knowledge. He, in his turn could ſay 
with the n Paul, God forbid chüt 1 
ſhould 
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ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the world is cru- 
cified unto me, and I vato the world. 

The very night before that in which he 
expired, he was remarkably; chearful in 
the company of a; few of his friends, 
whom he endeavoured to encourage in the 
way of holineſs, and to eſtabliſn in the 
truth as it is in Jeſus. The following day 
he wiſhed to be alone, that his meditati- 
ons on approaching glory, might not be 
interrupted. Death to him had loſt its 
terrors, and appeared with a, mild and 
gentle aſpect. The laſt enemy he could 
welcome as his friend. 

It had long been his deſire, with ſub- 
miſſion to the divine, will, that he might 
finiſh his labours and his life nearly toge- 
ther. And God was graciouſly. pleaſed to 
grant his requeſt, When he haddiſcharg- 
ed the duties of the very day on which he 
expired, he went to reſt, and entered into 
the joy of his Lord. He ſilently fell aſleep 
in die Mee me and! had a quick 

5 tranſition 
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tranſition from this world tb another. 

Whocan . 
_ Life rake thy chance, but 0 for fuck. an b end! 


4 
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The laſt time Mr. Parte: pere in 
die pulpit, which was but a few days be- 
fore he was called to receive his reward, 
as if he had known that his end was fo 
near, he preached from that memorable 
text, Phil. i. 21. For to me 10 live ir Chris, 
and to die is gain. In what manner he im- 
proved this portion of ſcripture, .fo well 
adapted to his own caſe, thoſe who heard 
him can beſt tell. There appears to have 


been ſomewhat providential i in his being 


directed to make choice of the-above text, 
as the foundation of his laſt diſcourſe, 
Both parts of it were exemplified in him. 
Chriſt was kis life while he lived, and 
death was his gain when he die. 
It has been ſaid, that Every man firs 
down to write, whether of ages paſt, or of 
the preſent ; of characters near or remote; 
wich a bias upon his mind, which he na- 
turally 
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| turally endeavours to communicate to bis 
reader,” I hope, however, that the 


writer of theſe memoirs, will not be ſul- 
pected c of having been carried away by this. 
bias,. beyond the line of truth. The 
greateſt part of what he relates, is from 
certain knowledge; | haying been inti- 
mately acquainted. with Mr. Parker for 
almoſt thirty years. He is not unwilling 
to have it known, that he derived the molt. 
ſolid advantages from this intimacy, and 
that in the removal of this good man from 
the regions of mortality, he has loſt one 
of the deareſt and moſt valuable friends he 
had in this world. While he pays this 
ſmall tribute to his memory, and drops a 
tear on his tomb, he hopes, that what! is 
now communicated to the public, will ex- 


cite both miniſters and men in Private | 


ſtations, to follow the good cxainple which” 


the deceaſed has left b Let us not be 
lothful, but imitatots bf thöſe, who thro' | 
faith and arent do now inhefir the 


profes,” 1 WW 1 7 Tt] 03514 aid 
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Mr Parter died on the 2gth of May, 1793, 
in the 6gth year of his age. He was in- 
terred at Barnoldfwick, where he had ſpent 
the greateſt part of his life, on the third 
of June. A great concourſe of people aſ- 
ſembled on the occaſion, to take their final 
leave of a man ſo much and ſo generally 
reſpected, and they were addreſſed from 
the pulpit in a diſcourſe founded on the 
words of the apoſtle Paul to the elders at 
[| Epheſus, Af. xx. 25. And now behold, 
5 I know that ye all, among whom I have 
ll, gone preaching the kingdom of God, ſhall 
11 ſee my face no more. It was a ſolemn 
ſeaſon, and perhaps will not be ſoon for- 
gotten. 

A funeral ſermon vas delivered at 
Wainſgate the ſabbath following, June g, 
from the words we have already mention- 
ed, which it ſeems, had dwelt much on 
Mr. Parker's mind for ſome of the laſt days 
of his lite, Phil. i. 21. For to me to live 
is Chriſt, and to die is gain, In compli- 
ance with the requeſt of his much loved 

| | friend, 
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friend, the writer of theſe memoirs was 
employed in the mournful office on both 
occaſions. 

As to Mr. Parker's Ae thoſe tho 
have never ſeen him will not be able to 
form an exact idea of it, from any de- 


ſcription which I can give. He was of the 


middle fize, pretty ſtrong made, and 
well built; but he rather ſtooped alittle in 


the ſhoulders. He had a good deal of 


colour in his face, which was the effect 
of difeaſe ; for in all my acquaintance, I 
think, I never knew. a more temperate 


man. He had a fcorbutic habit, perhaps 


from his infancy. His hair was ſoft and 
ſtraight, of a light colour in the early 
part of his life, then grey, and at laſt as 
white as wool, till, by little and little, 
it almoſt all fell off. His eyes were fre- 
quently attended with alittle inflammation. 
But in the year 1791, he had a fever 


which almoſt deprived him of his ſight, 


and rendered him ever after incapable of 
renovating his ideas by reading the ſacred 
D 2 | {criptures z ; 
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| ſeriptures; work in which he had been 
uſed to take much delight. g This was a 
great loſs to him indeed. But. he was ſo 
well acquainted with that divine book, 
and had a mind ſo filled and furniſhed 
with religious knowledge, that he could 
Nill preach, though he lamented chat he 
could not ſee the audience before him. 

T here is the leſs occaſion to enlarge on 
| the qualities and virtues of his mind, ſince 
his letters will give the pious, reader, a 
picture of his inward man, if I may ſo 
peak, for many years of his life. The 
portrait would have been much more ex- 
act and complete, could 1 have publiſhed 
all which I have by me, and had thoſe 
which are in the hands of his other cor- 
reſpondents, been added to the number. 
What may be done at ſome future period, 
or by ſome more proper perſon, cannot 
now be told. ; .,,.. 

It is edifyin ing to obſerve from his letters, 
the ſtate of this good man's mind, in the 
immediate views of death. We fee in him 
at 
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at that important period, nothing of the 


inſenſibility of the ſtoic, the levity of 
Petronius, or the fluctuation of Socrates ; 
but a mixture of ſolemn awe, true forti- 
tude, rational tranquillity, and lively 
hope> Hope founded, not on his own 
religious attainments, but on the ſure 
foundation laid in Zion, the all- ſufficient 
Redeemer, and his perfect righteouſneſs. 
Mr. Adzifon has juſtly obſerved that; 
« There is nothing in hiftory which is ſo 
improving to the reader, as thoſe accounts 
which we meet with of the deaths of emi- 
nent perſons, and of their behaviour i in 
that dreadful ſeaſon.” _ 

Dr. Young, ſpeaking of the desthabed 


of the juſt, has the ene 


energetic lines: 


The 8 where the * man | mects bis fate 
Is privileg'd beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of heav'n. 
Fly, ye profane ! if not, draw near with awe; 
For here reſiſtleſs demonſtration dwells. 
You ſee the map, you ſee his hold on heav'u. 

| = ay Hie. 


- 


— —— —— — 


4 be Life and Charatter 


His God ſuſtains him in his final hour! 1 
His final hour brings glory to his God. 8 
Sweet peace, and heav*nly hope, 8 humble joy, 
Divinely beam on his exalted ſoul, Wii 
Deſtruction gild, and crown him for the ſkies, 


With, incommunicable luſtre bright. 0 
We gaze, we weep; mixt tears of 11. / and joy! 
Amazement firikes! devotion burſts to flame! 


Chriſtians adore! and inſidels believe! 

My other engagements are ſo numerous 
and fo preſſing, as to render it almoft im- 
|| 18 poſſible for me to examine, digeſt, and 
1  correft the little pieces which my wetthy 
f | friend committed to my care before his 
death, with a requeſt that ſuch of them, as 
might appear to be uſeful, ſhould be pub- 
liſned. He gave me full liberty to ſup- 
preſs, to alter or to improve, any thing in 
theſe papers, as I thought proper. Some 
of them I have here introduced; under the 
form of letters. But I have not yet fully 
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| acquitted myſelf of my engagements to the 
— 4 deceaſed. Promiſes made to our dying 
friends are ſolemn things. Whatever dif- 
ficulty I find in complying with Mr. Par- 
ker's tender and repeated ſolicitations, 1 
cannot 
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cannot with · hold from the circle of his ac- 
quaintance, what he deſired, might be put 
into their hands aftex his deceaſe. nein 

As I had the full Jiberty of ſelecting 
whatever I ſhould judge likely to anſwer 
the wiſh of the writer, the edification of 
his friends, I have n myſelf of that 


licence. } 2 11 ene 284 10 1715 * 
Mr. Parker had all the 8 


quiſite in a chriſtian correſpondent; ar- | 
dent piety, ſound. wiſdom, great experi- 


ence, tender ſympathy, unaffected, ſince: 


rity, and a ſteady and perſevering attach- 
ment to thoſe; who were favoured: with: his 


friendſhip... What an acquiſition is ſuch 


a friend! He improved his leiſure. mo - 
ment for many years of his life, in writ- 


ing letters of inſtruction, admonition or 


conſolation, to thoſe for whole welfare he 


had the moſt ſolicitous concern. And a 


word in ſeaſon, how good is it ! Eſpecially. 
when dictated by a mind ſo full of tens. 
der ſenſibility, as was that 1 95 this. excellent 
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He was ſo habitusted to the labour of 
love above mentioned, that he wrote 
many letters after he was neatly blind, 
and could not diſcern one word of what 
he wrote, nor even a word in à printed 
book, were the type ever ſ6 large. Tho” 
this may ſeem ſtrange, it is really true; 
and ſeveral of the letters in this collection 
were written, when the writer could hardly 
ſee the pen in his hand. He formed the 
characters large, and wrote on, as e ſay, 
by gueſs, P 

This publication is little, if at al, ſuited 
to the taſte of the age. It will not en- 
gage tlie attention of thoſe who read only 
for amuſement. The polite ſcholar and 
the learned critic, ſhould it fall into their 
hands, will throw it aſide as unworthy of 
their peruſal, and beneath their notice. 
The writer of theſe letters had little learn- 
ing but what he had obtained from a cer- 
tain ancient and neglected book, called 
the Bible. To the refinements of taſte, 
and a nn ſtyle, he made no preten- 
ſions. 
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ſion It muſt be owned, chat his lan- 


— has too much of an antiquated air, 


that his periods are often too much com- 
pounded, and his, figures and illuſtrations 


not always choſen with the exacteſt atten- 
tion to propriety. His letters, many of 
which were neverintended for publication, 
are the ſimple, unſtudied, unadorned 
language of his heart. A heart warm 
with love to the Redeemer, glowing with 
the moſt diſintereſted, friendſhip and bene- 


volence, and ardently breathing after the 


ſalvation of immortal ſouls... 1 
It is affecting to conſider, that both 2M 


writer, and ſeveral of his valuable correſ- 


pondents, have realized What was bur the 
diſtant object of a lively hope, at the time 
when theſe epiſtles were written. They 


haye paſſed the Jordan of death, on the 


banks of which they * ſtoed: . They 
have reached the good land to which their 
views were then directed, and of which 
185 delighted to ſpeak and to hear. No 

dots they have welcomed one another 
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below, with unceaſing delight. 
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to the regions of immortal peace and joy. 


They recount the labours of their pil- 


grimage, the ſtruggles, the conflicts, the 
fears and the comforts of their warfare 
They 
look down on us who are ſtill in this vale 
of tears, with all the ſympathy which ce- 
leſtial minds can feel; and they wait and 
wiſh for our arrival at the bliſsful abode, 
where they are now ſafely lodged; Who 
would not long to be with them ? | 
Should the infidel or the libertine caſt 
his eyes on theſe pages, and have patience 
enough to read them with any degree of 
attention, let him laugh at religion if he 
can, Here we ſee it exemplified in its 


power; in its difficuities and its conflicts; 


its ſupports and its comforts. Here we 


ſee what is its influence in the bloom of 
youth, the vigour of manhood, the de- 
crepitude of age, and the laſt ſtruggles of 
expiring nature. We ſee how it can guard 
the heart amidſt the dangers of proſperity, 
bear up the mind in the very depths of 

adverſity, 
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adverſity, and fortify the ſoul againſt the 
attacks of the king of terrors. Can chis 1 
be all deluſion? Impoſſible. There is a =_ 
ſolemn and ſacred reality in religion, of | 
which every man has ſome conviction now 
in his own bofom, and will ſooner or later, 
have that conviction heightened to abſo= | 
lute certainty. _ | 
I am aware of an FUL TR which will | | 
bs be made by ſome to Mr. Parker's letters, 
0 which is, that he reminds his friends ſo 
ſrequently of death, and a future ſtate; 
ſubjects which many ſeem willing to for- 
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e get, rather than to realize to themſelves. F 
pf But the writer of theſe letters knew, | 
je that the ſacred ſcriptures ſtrongly and re- 
ts peatedly recommend the virtue 'of hea- 3 
$3 venly-mincedneſs. He knew that they 


teach chriſtians to conſider themſelves as 
ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth to 
ſet their affections on things above, and | 
not on things below—to be dead to the "> 
world, and to look upon their life, or | 
„ portion, as hid with Chriſt in God. He 
of | 88 knew 
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knew that the ſerious and practical con- 
ſideration of our latter end, is a point of 
the hi gheſt wiſdom; and that to realize 
the Pitten, holy and happy ſtate, which 
we are taught to expect beyond the grave, 
is of the greateſt efficacy, to promote and 
invigorate every chriſtian grace and Vir- 
tue. He had learnt from his own expe- 
rience, as well as from the volume of 
inſpiration, that the followers of the Re- 
deemer, are patient in tribulation, fer- 
vent in love, lively in hope, and chear- 
ful and active in duty, in proportion as 
their hearts are affected with the near 
approach of death and future glory. He 
was perſuaded, that the inſenſible ſinner 
1s at firſt rouſed from his ſecurity, under 
the influence of theſe views; and that the 
eſtabliſhed chriſtian advances in religion 5 
and holineſs, under the fame TEAS 7 

DESERT TING 


„See an 1 treatiſe lately publiſhed by the 
Rev. A. Fuller, intitled, 7. he Calwiniſdic and Socinian 
Seems Examiticd and Compared, as to their Morel Tex- 
dency.. I beg leave to recommend it as highly worthy 
the attention of every chriſtian, Sold by Button, 
Patetnoſter Row, Lordon. | 
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LETTERS to his FRIENDS, 
7 BY THE LATE 


Rev. JOHN PARKER. 
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LETTER I. 
To the Rev. J. A. 


A May 26, 1769. 
Dear BROTHER, 


Your tokens of reſpect to your un- 
worthy correſpondent, demand my grate - 
ful acknowledgments. In return, you 
have my beſt wiſhes for your proſperity ; 
and in particular, that the Lord may di- 
re& you, and order all your footſteps, 
in the important affair you have before 
you, according to his word. Make. my 
chriſtian reſpects to your intended yoke- 

3 fellow. 
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fellow. I hope you are going to marry 
in the Lord; My requeſt for you both you 
may ſee in Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26. The 
Lord bleſs you and keep you; the Lord 
make his face to ſhine upon you, and be 
gracious unto you; the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon you, and give you peace, 
Preſent my love to your people, and tell 

them, I purpoſe, if the Lord will, to be 
with them on the eleventh of June. We 
have, on your account, fixed our lecture 
for the 13th of that month, that you might 
ſtay with us till it is over. Mr, Beatſon 
is to be one of the preachers. The Lord 
ſend you, and grant me a proſperous jour- 
ney ; and may all our aſſemblings together 
be bleſſed of him, ſo as to promote the 
ends which I hope we have mutually at 
heart! | 
| Jam, vorr afſectionate Brother, 


J. P. 


LETTER 
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LETTER II. 
To Mrs. PRIESTLEY, 


Lees, ye 14 —— 
Dear Mapa, 7 29%8 


Smock the painful 1 eee of your 
late dear huſband's removal from our 
world reached my ears, I have found my- 


ſelf ſo affected with the providence, that 


I could not forbear tranſmitting a few lines 
to you, by way of condolence. It is your 
mercy to have many chriſtian friends, who 


will not be wanting in their endeavours to 


ſoothe your diſconfolate mind; yet I 
doubt not you will candidly receive the 
follewing hints, as the genuine dictates 
of a ſympathizing heart. 

I now conſider you as a widow full of 
ſorrow; but ſurely you do not ſorrow as 
thoſe who have no hope; nar indulge one 
thought, as though God had forfaken you, 
becauſe he has removed from you the de- 

= fire 


52 Letters to bis Friends, 


ſire of your eyes. Remember, that though 
the ſtream is dried up, the fountain. is as 
full as ever; and will ſurely flow, though 
in a different channel. Your Jeb is not, 
but your Fe/us yet lives. And your in- 
tereſt in his love is ſtill the ſame; for he 
cannot forget, he will not forſake his ſuf- 
fering followers. Though death has ſe- 
parated you and your late huſband, and 
your heart is pained, and your tears pour- 
ed out on the occaſion; you will do well 
to remember, that he is not dead but 


| fleepeth. Jojeph is yet alive; his ſoul 


is now with Jeſus, and his ſleeping duſt 
will ſurely riſe again. Weep not for 
me,” may be written on his tomb, and 
imprinted on your memory, 

Say not then, that the partner of your 
boſom hath died too ſoon; but rather be 
thankful that you have enjoyed his com- 
pany and aſſiſtance ſo long in this vale of 
tears; and that he hath been enabled to 
hold faſt his integrity, amidſt all the ſnares 
and temptations incident to this ſtate of 

warfare; 
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warfare 5. that he hath cloſed. his eyes in 
peace, quitted the field with honour, and 
left behind him the precious ſavour of a 
good name, in the church, a _— 
and the world, 

While his deſires are 1 Jet not 
your thoughts repine. Look forward, my 
dear friend, to the peaceful Canaan, where 
he is ſafely landed. May you be helped 
to ſteer towards the ſame happy ſhore, and 
your dear bereaved children be your com- 
panions in the bleſſed voyage. May the 
_ eternal God be your daily refuge, and his 
everlaſting arms your protection, while 
you croſs this boiſterous ſea. | 

I doubt not your affection for your de- 
ceaſed huſband; but I hope the divine Re- 
deemer has in all things the pre- eminence 
in your ſoul. And though you have loſt a 
praying huſband, I hope you have not loſt 
a praying heart, The way of acceſs is ſtill 
open to the bridegroom of your ſoul, and 
his ear is attentive to your ſecret ſighs, 
The widow and fatherleſs are tenderly re · 
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garded by him; and if his fear be in 
the hearts of your off-ſpring, they ſhall 
not want the notice of his pitying eye, 
nor the help of hisalmighty hand. There- 
fore, let not your heart be troubled. Keep 
up your daily correſpondence with Hea- 
ven, from whence your help cometh, 
where your beſt friends are, and where, 
I hope, you will ſhortly be. | 
Make hafte, therefore, to be ready; for 
the bleſſed Redeemer will quickly call for 


vou alſo. . And in the mean time, while 
. troubles laſt, may he give you an heart to 


ſay, © The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; bleſſed be the name of the 


Lord!“ Such an entire reſignation as this, 


1s a great ſupport under afflicttons; it 1s the 
certain way to profit by them, and rife 
ſuperior fo them. If we are not humbled, 
we cannot warrantably expect ſuccour from 
above; if we do not reſign, we cannot 
conquer. 

May almighty grace ak you to yield 


3 paſſive, as wel as an active obedience ta 
the 
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the divine will. I think the foul is never 


more near to God, nor ever witneſſes more 
of a heavenly temper, than when 1t can ſay, 
« Nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.“ For nothing but fin can really hurt 
the ſubmiſſive ſoul. Be patient, there- 


fore, my dear friend, for the coming of 


the Lord draweth nigh; and thoſe who 
ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him. 
Happy they who are found ready at his 
coming. 

How reviving is the Wr that huſ- 
band and wife, parents and children, now 


ſeparated by death, ſhall ſee one ano- 


ther again, and rejoice together at the great 
riſing day! For though the ties of nature 
will have no place in a future world, yet 
the cloſer ties and better- bonds of chrifti- 
an love, will wax ſtronger” and ſtronger, 
and be maintained with unutterable And 
everlaſting'delight. | 

The Lord fupport you under your pre- 
fent burden, and preſerve you from the 


burtful power of every temptation which 


may 
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may attend your future ſteps. May your 

head be kept above water, your feet upon 

the immoveable rock, and your heart 
1 much in heaven! T =y of the mercies 
i you have received, and do receive on earth, 
, [ and the glory you are hoping for in that 
I" bleſſed world beyond the grave. Run 
with patience the race ſet before you, look- 
ing to Jeſus, and leaning on him the wil- 
ö derneſs through. He is able, and willing 
il; too, to keep you from falling, and to pre- 
| ſent you faultleſs before his glorious 
throne. Begging a kind remembrance to 
your children, and the reſt of your rela- 
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tions, eſpecially Mrs. A—, 
„ I remain, Dear Madam, 0 bi 
it Your ſympathizing and aſſectionate friend, 
b | J. P. 
0 P. S. I know not whether the follow- 
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ing verſes will be of any ſervice to you or 
no; I with they were better; but ſuch as 
they are, you are welcome to them. 
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Joſeph is not, yet Jeſus lives; 
Then be my heart at reſt, 
He takes away but what he gives; 
His name be ever bleſt. 


Though of my dear lov'd friend bereft, 
My loſs ſhall prove his gain; 

Help us, O Lord, who ſtill are left, 

The warfare to maintain. 


Death has unty'd the marriage knot,' 
And clos'd my huſband's eyes; 

His pains and toils are all forgot; 
He ſhines above the ſkies. 


Come, deareſt children, let us try 
To run the heavenly road, 

That we may alſo, when we die, 
Reft with your father's God. 
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LETTER IIII. 
To the Rev, J. A. 


Lees, Tune 17, 1771. 
Drar BroTHER, 


As you wiſh to know how I am going 


on, I will give you a hint or two in my 


own plain way.— My health remains much 


ſhaken and inconſtant. I am frequently 
very feeble and ready to faint, But 
through mercy, I am not weary of the 
gentle correction which I ſuffer, nor an- 
gry at the rod which ſmites me. I know 
it is in the hand of love. My maſter whom 
I deſire to ſerve, is ſo kind and gracious, 
as to find me work enough, and to hold 
me up by his good and powerful hand, 
while I attempt to do it. My greateſt 
pleaſure 1s to be alive and at liberty in his 
ſervice, Hitherto he has found me pocket 
money, and kept me from being reduced 
to any miſerable ſtraits; and I bleſs his 

name 
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name, I am no way diſtreſſed with anxious 


cares for the, time to come. But my ſun 
is declining, and the hour approaching, 
when I ſhall go forth no more. 

I deſire to be found watching: and la- 
bouring when my Lord ſhall come, hop- 
ing then to know the bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
who are found ſo doing. Loitering, I 
believe, would be the certain way to fill 
my mind with doubts, my days with trou- 
ble, and my end with darkneſs. From all 
which, may you and I be delivered! It 
is better to be worn out with labour, than 
eaten out with ruſt. 

Tell your couſins, that the fear of the 


Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; and 


that I would have them to make it their 
firſt and chief care, that their father's God 
may be their, God, and the guide of their 
youth ; and may they be enabled to chuſe 
and walk in thoſe paths of truth and piety, 
which will lead them to mount Zion above, 
where they ſhall meet their parents, and 
dwell with their Redeemec for ever! 


Jan, Se. 3 
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the ſpik? kad not pierced through the ribs, 


LETTER IV. $: 
To the Rev. J. A. 
BELOVED, Lees, July, 10, 1771. 


Ox Friday, June 28, as I 1 was idk 
vouring to aſſiſt my brother to load a cart; 
and ftanding upon it, my foot ſlipped, and 
I fell on the ſide of the carriage. In my 
fall, an iron ſpike, fixed in the cart, about 
three inches lang, and the thickneſs of a 
finger, entered my left ſide, and penetrated 
ſo far, that T hung upon it with my whole 
weight, and could by no means diſengage 
myſelf, My brother being within call, 
came to my aſſiſtance, raiſed me up, and 
delivered me from my dreadful ſituation. 
We tied up the wound as well as we could, 
and I was conducted home. It was three 
hours before aſſiſtance could be got. The 
perſon who was to act as a ſurgeon was a 


woman. She was very much alarmed with 


my caſe, and fainted when ſhe probed the 
wound, Tt was very deep, but happily 


but 
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but penetrated in a ſlanting direction, to- 
wards the back. It has pleaſed the Al- 
mighty ſo to bleſs the means uſed hitherto, 


that my life is ſpared, my wound is heal- 
ing, and my recovery is ſuch, that, you 


ſee, I am able to hold a pen, and I hope ere 


long, to appear before the Lord in Zion. 


What effect the preſent affliction will 
have on my future health I know not. 1 
have loſt much blood, had a great deal of 
pain, and am likewiſe reduced by immo- 
derate perſpiration, and internal evacua- 


tions. It may be, the great Phyſician is 


intending, by this diſpenſation of his pro- 
vidence, to help rather than to hinder my 
future health. Whether this will be the 
caſe or no, time alone can diſcover, But 
with reſpe& to my outward frame, I would 
ſay, © Father, not my will, but thine be 
done, if ſo be that my ſoul do proſper.” 
Pray for me, that almighty grace may 
ſanctify every diſpenſation, prepare me for 


every future duty, arm me for the reſidue 


of my warfare, and fit me more fully for 
a dying hour, Lam, Sc. J. P. 
F LETTER 


62 Letters to his Friends, : 


END Num 

To the Rev. J. HARTLEY. 
2155 | Lees, Dec. 2, 1772. 
BzLoveD BROTHER, | 
[ncoice in your ſafe return from Londen, 
and . your preſent enjoyment of health 
and proſperity. I thank you for bringing 
me ſo great a favour from Dr. S. I have 
made my acknowledgements to him for 
his kindnels, May we all be truly thank- 
ſul to the Father of all our mercies ! 
Could you have opportunity to come over, 
and ſpend a night with us, we ſhould be 
extremely glad to ſee you. I had thoughts 
of being with you this week, but was 
prevented, And indeed, I am afraid of 
travelling this wet weather ; for my old 
infirmities bear hard upon, me, But 
through divine mercy, I am yet enabled 
to attend to the duties of my office at home. 
As to the concerns of religion, I hope we 
are- going on pretty well here. My work 
was never more pleaſant to my own mind, 
| notwithſtanding: 
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notwithſtanding the bodily | weakneſtes 
which conſtantly attend me. 

Brother Abworth, of Bolland, is a dying 
man. His diforder is a lingering conſump- 
tion; and it is probable he will not be 
able to preach much more. What is our 
life? It is even a vapour, which appears 
for a little ſeaſon, and vaniſheth away. 
Vet a little while, and we ſhall not br. 
May we be helped to manage wiſely, 
perform faithfully, purſue zealoully, and 
finiſh well, the work given vs to do; ; and 
our end ſhall be peace \ 

I wiſh you the ſame ſupport, comfort 
and enlargement at Hawortb, that you en- 
joyed in Lenden. It is well for us, that 
God and his word are the ſame both at 
home and abroad, And it is comfortable 
to think, that when we change worlds, we 
ſhall not change maſters, nor even the na- 

ture of our employment. | 

My family joins in kind reſpeRts to you 
and Mrs. Hertley, with 1 

Tour affectionate Brother, k (42 of 
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LETTER VI. 


1 o the Rev. J. HARTLEY. 


Crs, Dec. 5 55 1773. 


EsTErMED FRIEND, 


Tre been attending the funeral of 
Brother Aſtvorth of Bolland. The 27th 


ult. he preached his laſt ſermon, and ad- 


miniſtered the Lord's ſupper; and on the 
31ſt he breathed out his ſoul into the hands 
of his Saviour. What a ſudden tranſi- 


tion from labour to reſt! 


It was his deſire that I ſhould ond 
his funeral ſermon, at the time of his in- 
terment, from a text which had been of 
great uſe to his mind, Pſ. xxxv. 3. Say 
unto my ſoul, I am thy ſalvation,” The 
ſolemnity was attended to laſt Saturday. 
The fight of the coffin before me, the 
mournful broken family, and the poor 

deſolate 
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deſolate people ftanding round, with 
_ cheeks plentifully bedewed with falling 
tears, affected me much, and helped me 
to ſpeak with freedom and tenderneſs. 
Brother A worib has run and finiſhed 
his courſe, in a manner becoming his cha- 
racter, and left a teſtimony of his inte- 
grity in the hearts of his people. But the 
caſe of the poor diſtreſſed widow excites 
compaſſion,. and calls for aſſiſtance. Her 
whole property amounts but to about got. 
for herſelf and five children. The poor 
people are not able to help her much; but 


I truſt he who calls himſelf the father of 


the fatherleſs, and the huſband of the wi- 
dow, will appear for the relief of this be- 
reaved family. In the mean time, it will 
be proper to apply as ſoon as convenient, 
to the managers of the widows' fund. We 
will ſettle this buſineſs when I ſee you. 
Mr. Gauber has behaved like a ſincere 
friend, and an honeſt man. He often 


viſited the deceaſed, and attended him in. | 


his laſt moments. | 
F 3 L have 
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I have been hurried more than I can 
well bear for ſome days paſt; but I deſire 
to be active and uſeful, the little time I 
have to live in this world, When our 
Lord cometh, may you and I be found of 
him in peace! The death of ſo many of 
our fellow-labourers this laſt year, is a loud 
call to us who ſurvive. That we may duly 
regard the operation of ourdivine maſter's 


hand, and be ſubmiſſive to his e 
will, is me ſincere deſire of, 


Tour affectionate brother,.. 


R 13 
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IETTER VII. 
To Miſs A, — 


December 205 | 7177 3. 


Dear FRIEND, 


found your dear relations well, both in 


body and mind. Being deprived of the 


pleaſure of ſeeing you among them, I found 
myſelf ſtrongly inclined to drop you a line, 
not doubting but you will welcome it with 
your uſual candour and condeſcenſion. 

I ſincerely deſire that your ſoul may 
proſper and be in health ; and in order to 


this, I hope, that wherever you are, you 
will make it your chief care, and daily con- 


cern, to keep near to God, and improve 
your acquaintance with him, with his pre- 
cious word and his holy ways. Be ſure 
that you, as much as may be, aſſociate 
with the ſaints, and chuſe for your compa- 


nions 
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nions the favourites of heaven. Fheſe, 
you know are the excellent of the earth. 
Lou are expoſed to temptations, and ſur- 
rounded with ſnares. May almighty 
grace enable you to keep yourſelf unſpot- 
ted from the world ! May your talk, your 
walk, your dreſs and behaviour, be fuch. 
as are becoming the goſpel of Chriſt ! 
Conformity to this world, in its ſinful 
cuſtoms and fooliſh ways, is forbidden to 
the followers of Chriſt. It is exceedingly 
| hurtful to the children and churches. of 
God. As this is an evil into which young 
perſons are ever prone to fall, I hope you 
will candidly receive a timely caution from 
the hand of love, and: be ever on your 
guard; The wiſdom of this world, in point 
of ſentiment, is fooliſhneſs with God; and 
the vain cuſtoms: of the world in regard to 
practice, are an abomination in his ſight. 
God reſiſteth the proud, but uns grace 
to the humble. 
F hope you have learnt to know the 
voice hal Chriſt from. the voice of ſtrangers. 
And: 
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And 'in order to your being preſerved 
from the errors and iniquities of the pre- 
ſent degenerate age, I would recommend 

to you, a cloſe and humble walk with 
God. Keep up a daily correſpondence 
with heaven in your cloſet, and be very 
cearnelt in prayer to him that ſeeth in ſecret, 
for a conſtant ſuppty of the ſoul- quicken- 
ing, and heart purifying influences of the 
holy ſpirit. This converſe with heaven, 
will be a happy expedient to fortify you 

againſt temptation, to preſerve your feet 
from falling, and to keep your heart warm, 
and your hands ſtrong in the work and way 
of the Lord, to which at this early period of 
life, you have been enabled to devote your- 
ſelf, But without having our eyes up to 
heaven, what can we do, in the chriſtian. - 
warfare! While you retain a conſciouſ- 
neſs of your own helpleſſneſs, and let me 
add, of your own vileneſs as a ſinner, ſo as 
to lie humbled in the duſt before your 
Maker, let your attention be ſteadily fixed 
on Jeſus, on his. excellency, ſufficiency 
and fulneſs, as a ſaviour. Be 
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Be ſure you cleave to the Lord with 
full purpoſe of heart, as the ſaviour of your 
ſoul, the guide of your- youth, your only 
| helper, your beſt friend, and your ever- 
laſting huſband. Give yourſelf, my dear, 
to him, and you are happy forever. You 
will then be able to ſay, This God is our 
God for ever and ever; he will be our 
guide even unto death.” And what can 
you wiſh or deſire more? 

© may the love of Chriſt confirain you, 
to be dead to the world, and deaf to all its 
deluſive flatteries! May your heart be 
engaged by the nobleſt inducements, to 
bow to the ſceptre of Jeſus, the king of 
faints, to imbibe his ſpirit, and imitate 
his example! So ſhall you hereafter dwell 
and reign with him, in the regions of im- 
mortal felicity ; which is the ardent wiſh, 
and prevailing deſire, of _ 

Dear Miſs A 
Tuur ever afſeTionete friend, 
e 
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LETTER vill. 
: To the Rev; J. A. 
Lees, March I, 1774. 


My Da Famp, 


Lox G filence is better than long and 
ill natured diſputes, quietneſs is better than 
quarrels, and we had better hear nothing, 
than hear evil one of another. Friendſhip 
may ſleep, when it is not dead. But yet, [ 
am almoſt ready to ſay, that love is gone 
into her winter quarters; and I begin to 
think, now that the ſpring is returning, it 
is time to open the campaign; and I take 
the liberty to ſhew myſelf firſt in the field. 
If you refuſe to come forth, and give me 
the meeting, how ean you clear yourſelf \ \ 
of the charge of cowardice ? | 

But to drop the military ſtyle, and tell 
you a plainer tale. Through divine mer- 
cy, my glaſs yet runs; and though Fam a 
ſinful 
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ſinful, and, for that reaſon, a frail and dy- 
ing creature ; yet he that delights in mer- 
cy hath helped me hitherto, and brought 


me comfortably through this winter, both 


with reſpect to my inward and outward 
man. My relations are all well. In the 
church, a meaſure of peace and proſperity 
prevails. The old grev-headed child ſtill 
chatters in the pulpit, and loves to ſpeak 
of Jeſus and his falvation to the people; 
of the reſtoration of ruined man by the 


power of divine grace; of holineſs here, 


and heaven hereafter. 

My heart joins with my pen in wiſhing 
you all thoſe good things which I deſire 
for myſelf. Tranquillity in your family, 
health in your body, proſperity in your 
ſoul, comfort in the ſcriptures, acceſs to 
the throne, peace among your people, 


and ſucceſs in your labours. In particu- 


lar, may you be clothed with humility, 
This is, I think, the moſt eaſy and 
beautiful garment that ever mortals wore. 


It was the adorning of our firſt parents in 
paradiſe, 


* 
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paradiſe. Such is its excellency, that it 
has the full approbation of heaven; ſuch 
its importance, that it is eſſential to our 
felicity; and ſuch its duration that it ſhall 
1-7 {07 ever. Oy 
May I not then ſay, that he is the 
greateſt, the beſt, and the moſt happy 
man, who has moſt of this off-ſpring of 
grace, this earneſt of future glory 
Humility is the beſt companion in the 
parlour, and in the pulpit, at home and 
abroad, in proſperity and adverſity. It 
will do us good even on a dying bed. It 
is a good preparative for every duty, and 
a defence againſt temptation and unbelief, 
For as pride is the eſſence of rebellion, 
and the mother of abominations; ſo 
humility * eſſence of every grace. 
And as it is of ſuch conſequence in all our 
attainments here, ſo it will be a part of 
our felicity hereafter, and run parallel 
with it in duration. Where humility is 
wanting, true chriſtianity cannot be found. 
Nay, without it, heaven itſelf could not 
make us happy. G "= 
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Tell your dear relations to put on this 
beautiful garment, and wear 1t night and 
day. Tell them not to be weary in well- 
doing. Tell them to open the everlaſting 
doors of their ſouls, that the King of 
glory may come in, and reign and rule 
there. Tell them to give him the firſt 
and chief room in their hearts, to hold 
him faſt and never let him go. And may he 
ever be to them, as he is in himſelf, the 
chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and alto- 
gether lovely! Tell them, that to be 
eſpouſed to him is their beſt intereſt, and 
to follow him fully their higheſt preferment. 
Tell them, that this will make their days 
eaſy, their lives uſeful, their end bleſſed, 

and their future ſtate happy for ever. 
And now my dear brother, to conclude 
this multifarious epiſtle, let me juſt remind 
'you, that that Saviour in whom we truſt 
for all our own ſalvation, and whom we 
recommend to others, is infinitely and un- 
ſpeakably precious. He is the beſt maſter 
we can ſerve, and the beſt King to whom 
we 
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we can yield obedience. May we live to 
him while we live, and then to die will 
be our unſpeakable and everlaſting gain. 


Let Jeſas' tame be ever ſpread, 
His boundleſs love reveal ; 


His fulneſs anſwers every need, 
Which helpleſs ſinners feel. 


To fave our lives he gave his own, 
And ſhed his precious blood ; 
His croſs exalts usto a crown, 


And brings us near to God, 
I am &c. 
J. P. 
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LETTER IX. 
To the Rev, J. HARTLEY. 
Nov. 15, 1774. 


BeLoveD BROTHER, 


\ y HILE attended with bodily diſor- 
ders, and making uſe of means and me- 
dicines to obtain, if it ſhall pleaſe God, a 
little relief, if not a cure; may we think on 
that great and good phyſician, whoſe wiſ- 
dom is infinite, and whoſe ſucceſs 1s cer- 
tain in curing the diſeaſed ſoul! His 
healing hand can, and doubtleſs in due 
time will remove all our maladies at once, 
and for ever, 

In the mean time, may we know and 
ſubmit to the will of him that healeth us. 
For ſo far as our wills correſpond with the 
will of God, ſo far we are advanced in 
ſanctification. To be reſigned to him, to live 
dy faich in him, and to walk with him, is 

| our 
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our duty, our privilege, our higheſt ho- 
nour and happineſs while here; and will 
doubtleſs be ſycceded with the full and 
felicitous enjoyment of him hereafter. 

May rich grace prevail, and go on from 
conquering to conquer, till our princely 
Saviour has fully ſubdued all things to 
himſelf; and may we, and thoſe that are 
dear to us, be counted worthy to gather 
the ſpoils, and to ſhout the victory! 

I wiſh you ſucceſs in your ne- built 
houſe for the worſhip! of God. May the 
glory of the latter houſe exceed that of the 
former! Exhort-the people te ſtrive toge- 
ther in their prayers, that he whoſe ſmiles 
create the noon of heaven, may vouch- 
ſafe you much of his gracious preſence, in 
the houſe which you have built for his 
name. May many be born to God there! 
And may you live to ſee theplace throng- 
ed with ſpiritual worſhippers, whoſe minds 
ſhall be deeply impreſſed, and whoſe hives 
ſhall be duly influenced, by the gene 
goſpel diſpenſed among them! 

(3 And 
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And now, wiſhing peace to Zion, and 
| Proſperity to all her ſons and Ds 


I remain, 


7 our offetonate Welle, 


J. P. 


TETTER X. 
To the Rev. J. A. 
Lees, Aug 8, 1775. 
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BeLoveD BROTHER, - 


_—_ OS. 


If Hope you are recovered from your late 
indiſpoſition; and my requeſt at the 
throne of grace for you is, that you may 
have received much good by it, and that 
the effects of it may be ſeen and felt by 
' thoſe that hear you. The ſchool of afflic- 
tion is like Goliab's ſword; there is no 


ſchool to be compared. with 1 it. Happy is 
the 
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the man whom God correerh, . ae. 
eth out of his la. 4 
I was much affected laft Lord's hn with 
the tidings of Dr, Abwortb's death. Freſh 
proof this, that we are a mortal generation. 
Yet a little while, and we ourſelves ſhall 
not be. For what is our life ? Ir is even 
a vapour, which appeareth for a little ſea- 
fon, and vaniſheth away. Every pain we 
feel proves us ſinful, and admoniſhes us, 
that as dying creatures, we ſhould be con- 
cerned to be found ready for our great 
change. | 
M,⸗ay the * Spirit enable us to 
live to Chriſt, and to live upon him while 
here, and then we ſhall doubtleſs live with 
him, with his ſaints and his miniſters here- 
after; where ſin and ſorrow, ſickneſs and 
death, ſighs and tears ſhall be known no 
more, May we ourſelves preſs towards 
the happy mark for the immortal prize; 
and may we clearly deſcribe and warmly 
recommend the ſame to others, with whom 
we laye to do! 
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As to myſelf, I am much as I have been 
for ſome time. Sometimes ſinging, ſome- 
times ſighing ; ſometimes up, and ſome- 
times down ; appearing in the houſe of 
God by day, and beating the buſhes at 
night. I talk of Chriſt and grace, of ho- 
lineſs here, and happineſs hereafter, as 
well, and as warmly as I can; though, I 
fear, to little purpoſe with reſpect to many 
that hear me. But I remember it is writ- 
ten, Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet. 
ſhall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord. 
If this was the language of our divine Re- 
deemer, I ſuppoſe, his poor miniſters may 
gather ſome ſupport from it. The Lord 
grant us to obtain mercy to be faithful, 
and that we faint not by the way, nor be 
found wanting when weighed in the ba- 
lance at the end ! May we ſo look to our- 
ſelves, and to our doctrine, that we may 
ſave ourſelves, and, at leaſt, ſome of thoſe 
that hear us. Fare you well, 


J. P. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


To the Rev, W. C. 


| Lees, March 6, 1776. 
Dear BROTHER, 


Yous dear daughter is then no more. 
I ſympathize with you in your loſs. Your 
eight children are now reduced to three. 
What deſolation hath ſin made in the 
earth! Every heart mourns; all eyes 
weep; the creation itſelf groans under the 
weight of this evil of evils. It ſtains our 
purity, diſturbs our peace, kills our com- 
forts, and with-holds good things from us. 
It has brought ſorrow into our boſoms, 
complaints into our families, groans into 
our ears, and grief and diſtreſs even into 
the ſanctuary of our God. It has poiſoned 
our nature, it murders our children, it im- 
bitters our friends, and will ſhortly deli- 


ver our very lives a prey into the jaws of 


death, 
O how 


82 Letters to bis Friends, 


O how precious is that name, which in 
its proper interpretation, implies a deli- 


verance from fin and all its conſequences! 


How glorious is that grace which ſaves us! 
And how pleaſing. the proſpect of the day 
of complete redemption, which will final- 
ly put an end to all our calamities, and 
introduce us into the fruition of all that 


we can wiſh or deſire! Take away the 


hope of this, and we muſt live in- diſ- 
quietude, and die in deſpair. But let us 
remember, amidſt all our loſſes, our ever- 
laſting inheritance is reſerved in heaven, 
and though our children and other rela- 


tives die, our redeemer ſtill lives, and is 


the ſame from age to age. And he is 
better to us than ten ſons, yea, than all 
relations and all comforts can be without 
him. 


While you lament, with flowing tears, 
As of your babes bereft, 

Remember tis of mercy ſtill, 
That you have any left. 
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Then at your heavenly Father's feet 
In calm ſubmiſhon fall; 

He takes away but what he gave, 
And might have taken all. 


Know that he is your ſoy'reign Lord; 
Beneath his hand be till ; 
In patient reſignation bow 
To your creator's will, 


His will is beſt whate'er it is, 
Though little underſtood; 

Wait but awhile, and you ſhall ſee, 
That all hath wrought for good. 


Do we not long to reach our home, 
And quit this dark abode ? 

And ſhall we murmur that our babes 
So ſoon aſcend to God? 


O may your children which ſurvive, 
Their Saviour ſeek and love; 


That they, with thoſe already gone, 
May dwell with you above ! 


The blaſts of affliction ſhake this poor 


clay-cottage of mine, and render my work 
difficult, though I am not wholly laid 
aſide. O how delirable is that world, 


where 
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where we ſhall complain no more, and 
ſhall have no evil tidings to fear! But as 
for me, I think I muſt go ſighing, fight- 
ing and groaning to the very gates of the 
celeſtial city, and that both as a chriſtian 
and a miniſter. It is a trying time with 
the church here. But it would be too te- 
dious to tell you all. I think fin and Satan 
would deſtroy us if they could. Were it 
not for the former, I ſhould not fear the 
latter. For were fin to have no place a- 
mong us, I would write upon the church's 
door, © Satan, I defy thee.” 

If once I reach the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
I will freely, loudly and everlaſtingly ſing 
the triumphs of ſovereign grace, and re- 
deeming love. 

May faith and patience hold out till we - 
arrive where friendſhip ripened to full per- 
fection, -ſhall reign. and triumph without 
interruption for ever. In the mean time, 
I ſigh and ſympathize with you while we 
are here, hoping to rejoice and ſing with 
you hereafter; for it is written, your ſor- 
row ſhall be turned into joy, 


J am, Ec. J-:B 
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EY Xl. EY N 
To the Rex, 2 1 HARTLEY. . 


Lees, Anil 27, 1779. 
uon Baorkzx, 


II 5 
* 


Received e e an account 
of the intended lecture. I am pleaſed 


with the plan, and wiſh the preachers may 


be enabled to execute it, ſo as may pleaſe 
God, profit the people, edify themſelves, 
and leave proper room for one another. 
I hope the Lord will enable bu to take 
part of the work of that day. However, 
I ſhould be glad if you could let me know 
the week before, how you then are, and 
what your proſpect is. I am ſorry to hear 
of your indiſpoſitlon, but thankful that 
you are ſomerhing better. 

What a mixture of better and worſe at- 
tends our fleeting days, and fills up all 
our affairs below, both as to body and 
H „ 


— — 
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ſoul, the family and the church of God! 


And how amazingly kind is the conduct 


of Heaven, in mitigating our pains, mul- 
tiplying our mercics, and mingling ſo 
much ſweet with our bitter We have 
hope towards God, that, 'by and by, all 
che bitter ſhall be done away, and all the 
ſweet improved and augmented for ever. 
Sin has defiled our whole. frame. In 
conſequence of this, deirh 1 is ſhooting. at 
us, with a commiſſion to kit} us. Tou 


and I, Brother, muſt expect to ſeel, ere 


long, the laſt dart, which ſhall put a ſtop 
to our heaving lungs, and diſlodge our 
ſouls from the tenement of clay. May we 
be found of Chriſt in peace, when that 
painful, that important hour ſhall come! 
In the mean time, I wiſh you, what I 
greatly need myſelf, much of thoſe ſpe- 
cial influences from heaven, which will be 
to our ſouls, what refreſhing rains are to 
the now reviving face of nature. Under 
theſe heavenly waterings, our afflictions 
will be alleviated, our mercies {weetenec, 
our 
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our graces enlivened, and our gifts in- 
proved. We ſhall advance in purity, and 
be eſtabliſhed in peace. Our proſpects of 
celeſtial felicity will be enlarged, and our 
immortal hopes confirmed. What calm 
ſubmiſſion G the will of God will then 
enſue! 

Whereas, without the GanAifyfing 2 
ations of the Spirit of God, I myſelf muſt 
own, that ſuch rebellion riſeth in my 
boſom as gives pain to my mind, and 
raiſes tear and diſquietude in my conſci- 
ence. Hence I ſometimes ſhrink back at 
the proſpect of death, and a ſucceeding 
eternity, It is well indeed, that the pro- 
miſe of the ſpirit ſnines in the firmament 
of the goſpel, as a ſtar of the firſt magni- 
tude, This is the Shekinab of the new teſ- 
tament church. On this depend, the ſal- 
vation of our own ſouls, and that of the 
ſouls of others. 

It is peculiar to the divine spirit, to 
execute the purpoſe of the Father, and 
complete the glorious work of the adorable 
| "WS mediator. 
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meldest I therefore mourn to think, 


that this almighty agent is ſo much ſor- 
gotten, and ſo often grieved by my ſelf and 
others. Becauſe of this, our ſouls are 

lean, and our churches Janguifh. That 
this very impaxtant truth maybe more re- 


garded by us all, is the unfeigned deßte, of 


e erer 
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To the 155. J. HARTLEY.” * 
Lees, Sept, 14. 1779. 
Dzak ii 


| Lorean y long to hear how it is with you, 
for I have been told that you have had 
another ſtroke of the palſy. It would give 


me great pleaſure to be informed that this 


report is not true; for it is indeed dif- 
cult with me to give you up. I know it 
would be a mercy to you to be taken away 


from 
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ſrom the evil to come. And it itas your 

divine Maſter's will that you ſhould leave 
us ſoon, I moſt earneſtly wiſh you a ſafe 

and a comfortable remove to the world of 

purity and peace. 

Our preſent A th a book in ks 
and ſtate, are overſhadowed, with a heavy 
gloom. Our public affairs appear to be 
in a ſad way. My heart fails me with fear... 
But God can make darkneſs light before 
us, and crooked things ſtraight. May he 


graciouſly ariſe, and have merey upon us: | 
Some days ago, I was pleaſing myſelf 


with the thoughts of coming to ſee you; 
but the ſcene is changed for the worſe 
with me. I am now in a. poor afflicted 
condition. How it will go with me this 
winter, I cannot tell. My health ſeems 


to be gone, though hitherto 1 have been 


enabled to attend to the duties of my ſta- 
tion, Neither am L forſaken of the ILord 
in the diſcharge of them. But-my poor 
heart ſighs and. finks for want of more luc- 
ceſs. One end for which 1 have defend 
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go Teͤtlers to bis Friend, & 

to live a little longer is, to ſee a revival 
of vital religion, to ſee the power of god- 
lineſs govern the hearts, and adorn the 
lives of thoſe with whom I have to do. 
Help me by your prayers, that this de- 
ſirable end may be anſwered by theſe poor 
remains of life, and then 1 can die in 
peace. But I fear the grieved Spirit has 


forſaken the means with us; Perhaps my 


apprehenſions run too much in a gloomy 
train, as the conſequence of my own de- 


preſſed and afflicted ſtate. I often ſay, 


When ſore affitions preſs me down, 

need thy quick'ning pow'rs ; 

Thy word that I have reſted on, 
Shall help my heavieſt hours. . 


- = 


My dear relations are yet oreftrrecs in 
2” capacity of adtion; but my wife. is 


much diſcouraged and mann to ſee * 


brought ſo low. 
And now, my dear dro; g 
that you may enjoy a daily and houriy ſup- 


© ply of the Spirit, equal to all your need 
while here, and the full fruition of feliciey 


hereafter, 
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hereafter, I take my leave for the preſent. 
Give my ſincere love to your ſpouſe. May 
ſhe be enabled to cleave with purpoſe of 
heart to the Lord, that beſt huſband, who 
cannot change or die; and who ſays, Be- 
cauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo . 
Lum, PIT ITC 
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Yoos | thats W "my months 
ago, calls for my thanks, and ought to 
have been' acknowledged ſooner. It af- 
fects me not a little when young perſons 
ſtand up to comfort me in my diſtreſs. 
The hope of meeting my affectionate 
friends in heaven, where ſickneſs and for- 
row never can enter, revives my drooping 
heart. My health is loſt, and death ſeems 
not 
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not far diſtant from me. But I will not 


diſtreſs you with a tale of woe. 
Thanks be to God, death is e 


object of my deſire than of my dread, I 


am ſometimes ready to beg my diſmiſſion 


from this ſtate of warfare, at the hand of 
Heaven, and to wiſh that I may. have a 
ſpeedy tranſition to the regions of immor- 
tal felicity, But it becomes me to wait 
with patience, and to fay, “ Father in 
heaven, thy will be done.” 

J have indeed deſired to live a little 
longer, that I might ſee a revival of vital 
religion in che churches of God. But ab- 
ſtractedly from this, I have ſcarcely one. 
wiſh to live at all. I have laboured with 
all my might to promote the deſirable end 
above-mentioned ; but my ſucceſs falls 
very far ſhort of my wiſhes and hopes. I 
have continual ſorrow in my heart, while 
I ſee multitudes bent on their" own dul. 
truction. | 

I have of late been enabled to be more 


frequent and-feryent at the throne of grace 
| than 
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than formerly, for all my chriſtian friends, 


and for you amongſt the reſt. ; May God 


proſper you, and help you on in your way 
to the kingdom! May you be preſerved 
from all thoſe dangerous ſnares which at- 
tend the ſlippery paths of youth! Do not 
expect too much ſatisfaction in perſons . 
things here below. For if you do, you, vil 
find to your farrow,. that in many caſes, 
they will mock. your wiſhes, and difap-, 
point your expectation. 14 Earthly comforts 
will expire in your embrace. But the con- 


ſolations e are ae ee and Ide: b 


ſtantial. ter Ry 

2 ever chuſe the good part, and. 
abide hy your: choice; and may your af- 
fections to ſublunary objects, always ſub- 
mit to judgment and conſcience. I am 
ready to weep becaꝝſe I am unable to pro- 
ceed; and not knowing whether I ſhall 
ſce your face again, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, Which 


is able to build you u:: 
2 And am, Go. J. P. 


* 
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LETTER he * 


To. . 


Lees, April 13 Mis 
Mv Dzan BROTHER, 2 


How do you go on in your miniſte- 
rial labours, and what fruits do you ſee 
produced by them in the tempers and lives 
of your people? For my own part, I am 

fo afflicted, ſo diſcouraged on account of 
the little ſucceſs attending my poor exer- 
tions, that did not conſcience towards God, 
and concern for the ſouls of men conſtrain 
me to ſpeak, I think I fhould fit down in 
ſilence, and devote the reſidue of my days 
to the affairs of my own ſoul. The dead- 
neſs and degeneracy of this age, are indeed 
lamentable. I fear religion has much for- 
ſaken the eloſet, and is far from the hearts 
of many. It is wrapped up in their holi- 
day clothes, and put off and on with them. 


If you deliver a heart- ſearching ſermon, 
with 
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with the energy and fervour requiſite in 
ſuch a work, ſome will condemn ic, others 
will commend it; but few are concerned 
to improve it practically, for their good. 
The miſery, ſtupidity and perverſeneſs 
of fallen man, I think, are beyond all deſ- 
cription. And the grace which ſaves a 


ſoul is beyond exprelſion glorious, and 
aſtoniſhing. Encouraged by the freedom. 
and power of that grace, let us ſtill, my 
dear Brother, witheyes lifred up to heaven, e 
like men in earneſt, even to our lateſt 


breath, try to rouſe the ſecure from their 
inſenſibility, to perſuade the rebellious to 
ſubmit themſelves, to allure the miſerable 
to accept of mercy, as well as to comfort 
the feeble miaded, and ſupport the weak. 
Tell your dear relations from me, not 
to ſlacken their diligence in the duties of 
the cloſet by any meass. For negligence 
there is as a worm at the root of vital re- 
ligion. It has thrown many once proſper- 
ous ſouls into conſumptive leanneſs, and 
made them like a withered plant. But 
| frequent 
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frequent and fervent devotion / in -ſecret, 
| is like water near the root of the tree; which 
| keeps its leaf green, and'its ans dall and 
permanent. aft: 1 
Ther che bea of blpflngs mey ever at 
tend oo and ; Tra is the carneſt deſire of 


7 Cur aeg Brother, aan 
r x 
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 Beiover BroTHER, 3 


Toben w the beſt of Weed who is 
too wiſe to ert, and too good to be unkind, 
ſees meet to continue me in the ſchool of 
affliction; he hath not yet given me over 
unto death; but ſtill prolongs a groaning, 
dying life. O that my lengthened years 
may not be ſpent in vain! My days are 
painful, and my nights tedious, though 
no 
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aot equally ſol. I feel my afftictions, but 
am not ſo ſenſibie as I to reed of the 
many mercies I enjoy. cn¹αν˙ I 

I am, at times, afraid. of FOO and | 
yet while I ſee, while I hear of, and even 
feel the miſchief which ſin doth, and the 
miſery it brings, I am almoſt weary of 
life, and wiſh to ſee the end of it. Tou 
may call me Jonah, if you pleaſe. I am 
fo full of weakneſſes and contradictions, 
that if ever you ſee me in heaven, OE it 
will fill you with wonder. 

I wiſh-to feel my heart 'more inflamed 
with love to Chriſt, and compaſſion for 
the ſouls of my poor fellow-finners. And 
yet an increaſe of theſe is attended, in one | 
view, with an increaſe of inward diſquie- 
tude; becauſe I ſee the divine Redeemer | 
ſo much diſhonoured, and multitudes of 
my fellow-finners, ſtupidly bent on that 
courſe which leads to- certain deſtruction, 
let me ſay or do what I can | 

For though I employ all the little {kill 
and ſtrength J have, in order to ſtorm or 

4 5 By Vin 


* 
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win theſe deluded and infatuated crew 
tures, the ſtrong man armed keeps full 

poſſeſſion of them, and ſeems to laugh at 
my feeble attempts. At times, it pleaſes 
God to enlarge my heart, and untie my 
tongue to ſpeak to them with words of 
terror, or of love; yet be the ſubject what 
it may, too many ſit as unmoved as if I 
were telling them an idle tale. You would 
hardly excuſe the coarſeneſs of the allu- 
ſion, if I ſhould compare them to the dog, 
which fleeps ſecure at the ſoot of che 
ſmith's anvil, amidſt a een, 
of fire, 

I am grieved * aſtoniſhed more thes 
ever, at the ſtupidity and perverſeneſs of 
apoſtate creatures; and of coutſe, more 
confirmed in the belief of free, ſovereign, 
and all- conquering grace; and more a- 
mazed at its operations in quickening the 
dead ſinner, and reconciling the obſtinate 
rebel. O that the power of the bleſſed 
ſpirit may accompany the miniſtrations 
of his word, and that vital religion may 

} be 
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be reviyed and ſhine in its amiable bole 
ties, as in ancient days?” © 

But were 1 to tell you all the feelings 
of my anxious heart, ſhould filla volume, 
inſtead of a letter. I mult leave what re- 
mains to thie next world. I have heard 
of a better country than this in which we 
now live, where ſin and ſatan cannot enter. 
Brother, wake hafte towards | it, and take 
your wife, your children, and as many as 
are willing to go, along with you. For 1 
am perſuaded, that the intelligence given 
us of the bao is certainſy true}! and 


i grie ves me to ſce io littié attention p 544. | 
to it. While L am telling my neighbours 
of it from © time to time, ſome ſeem not at 
all to beljeve the report, others hear! it with 
as much indifference, as if i it were a Ccuns 
ningly deyiſed fable; ſome actually fall 
alleep. while the tidings are ſounding in 
their ears; ; others "Oi. a little to regard 
the news for the Preſent, and make fair 
promiſes to leave all, and ſet forward in 
quelt of the pleaſant land; but when I ſee 
12 them 
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them again, every impreſſion; made on 
their minds, is effaced, by the cares of 
this world, the deceitfulneſs of riches, and 
the luſts of other Wees ſo that not one 
tale ſtep is taken. 64 n 
ln your next eee it you can anf- 
wer that queſtion,  * What is man?” He 
is ſuch, a myſtery; as quite confounds all 
my powers of inveſtigation.” He pretends 
to religion, he owns: himſelf a ſinner; and 
yet the rebel ſeems to think, that religion 
ſhould neither change his mind, nor mend 
his manners; but only entertain his eats, 
yet he is ſo wiſe in his own eyes, and fo 
good in his own eſteem, that he will not 
bear to be told either of his fin or his dan- 
ger; not bear to be informed, that unleſs 
he be converted and become a new. crea- 
ture, he cannot enter the kingdom. Tell 
him, that his own righteouſneſs is but 
filthy rags; tell him that his beſt duties 
will not fave. him from condemnation z 


and, perhaps, he La exclaim, with keen 
1 reſentment, 
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refentment, 4 Fheſe are ee who 
can hear themt⸗ WK 

But T mut Rob! bd Wim ing you fuc- 
ceſs in your Rbours; peace in your fam 2 _ 
comfort in your chitdren, healrh in yo | 
body and pfoſperiry in 7 — foul,” a | 
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[3h W507 14 "© Your afbttinlate Brat, * 


3 bas Men e Diao uA v 7. r. 


i Fe 0 6 % acid 16 l 
8 5 £ ; 18 ohn *. 1}ab * " _ 
klerrx 2 

4. 2494-09 22021254-AL = 
ro daa. ——̃ v $14 

* 63:4 IT Leer, "Oitobet 8," 1781. 


3 Aa? * 22 : * * 34 ! * 


Dran M ADAMs a Ti,” + 


Bum: tutored i in the OY of aftic- 
tion myſelf, I can aſſute you of my ten- 

dereſt ſympathy, with you, under your 
many and growing daes. May you 
ſo drink of the brook in the v ayy that you 


es 


may be enabled to life up your drooping 
head, ina chearful hope of future glory, 


. amidſt 


4392 Lelens 10 bis Friends, 8 
amidſt the painful and trying circumſtan- 
ces through which you have to paſs. A 
few ſteps further, and you will reach the 
end of your pilgrimage: and get above 
the viciflicudes of this tranſitory world. A 
few mournful days more, and all tears 
ſhall be wiped from your eyes. Your 
fears ſhall all be Glenced, and your doubts 
removed. A few conflicts more, and the 
final victory will be obtained. The gloomy 
hours of deſpondency and dejection, ſhall 
give place to endleſs day, and unabating 
joys. In patience poſſeſs your ſoul ; for 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
While you are ſtanding on the borders of 
the promiſed land, and ſo near your final 
reſt, let not your faith fail, your courage 
fiok, or your hope wayer. Lift. up your 
head, your redemption draweth nigh. 
That your few remaining days may be 
eochſortable, your end peaceful and happy 
and an abundant entrance be miniſtered un · 
to you, into the everlaſtingkingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, is the hearty Pray cr of, 


. Your afetionate friend, | 7 p 
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I ANK you for your affectionate let · 
ters; and the tender concern you diſcover 
reſpecting my welfare. I truſt the God of 
all grace and merey is intending to bring 
us at length, to that bliſsful ſtate, where 
we ſhall hold a more endearing corre ſponde 
ence than we ean no do by pen and ink. 
In the mean time; I wiſh you” may all 
be making advances in the divine life, and 
be daily longing and looking for the pro- 
* reſt, and making progreſs towards 
If your hearts are warm with holy 
wo and zeal, let it be your conſtant care 
that they may continue to be ſo by kerp· 
ing a watchful eye over your thoughts and 
paſſions. May you ever remember, that 
the practice and the comſbrts of real reli- 
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gion are nearly connected; that the power 
and the conſolations'of true godlineſs go 
hand 1 in hand. n 
Be on your guard, rn my dear 
young friends, againſt luke warmneſs and 
formality on the one hand, and the allure- 
ments of the world on the other. If the 
former are admitted; the latter will gain 
ground upon you, without your leave. 
[Theſe evils, witff a long train of unhappy 
attendants, eaſily befet the travelers to- 
wards Zion, and ſadly overcame many of 
them. I the rather caution you againſt 
theſe things, becauſe I know by expert- 
ence, their pernicious: tendency. I can 
therefore the more feelingly ſay to you, 
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, where- 
by ye are ſealed to the day of redemption. 
Upon his aid and influence, your preſer- 
vation from theſe evils depends. 
Let your eyes look right on. Miſtake 
not the creature for God, nor earth for 
heaven. Covet to be like the King's 
daughter, all glorious within, Not only 
in put 
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put on the wedding garment of juſtifying 
righteouſneſs; but aim at inward purity, 
as leading to internal peace. If theſe are 
not to be expected in full perfection here, 
they ſnall be enjoyed ad pn for wer 
hereafter, 1 

Look off from besass things; * look 
through them; look beyond them; be- 
cauſe mutation and mortality are written 
upon them all. Reſt not in any thing 


ſnort of that ſpiritual good, which is ſuited 
to the nature of the immortal ſoul, ſatis- 


factory to its enlarged deſires, and laſting 
as its never ending duration: 

Cleave to the Lord with full purpoſe of 
heart, in the morning of your days, not 
knowing but your ſun may go down at 
noon. Be diligent,” therefore,” that ye 
may be found of him in peace, vithout 
ſpot, and blameleſs. Be not ſlothful, but 
followers of them, ho through faith and 
patience do now inherit the promiſes. 

I ſpeak freely to you becauſe. my heart 
loves you. My ſoul prays ſor you, while 
0 with 
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with dim eyes, pained limbs, and a PER 
ling hand I write, to you. May the good 


Lord evermore preſerve. you from! thoſe 
dangerous ſnares, to which you are ex- 
poſed! May you be helped to keep your 


hearts pure, your hands clean, your love 


and zeal fervent, your con iences clear, 


your characters fair, and your garments 
unſpotted, while raus _—_— aye on a 


aenaen worlds... 
| 4 am 6. 
E uc dne 1 ha ; 4 
* ̃ 1 Ae 10 
Be cothsd Wich kowiliey; Wy 
That dreſs divinely. fair; 


n far excels thoſe coſtly robes \ 
Which earthly princes wear. . 


| Tis ment which. the Saviour wares 
When here he liy'd and dy'd: 
No ornament fo well becomes 


The great Redeemer's bride. 


* cloathing which the King of Kings 
 Beſtows on thoſe he loves; gs: 

| Richer'than gold; or precious pearls 11 | 
This hiding vefkmemt proves. 


Prat 
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Nor ſhall they once come ner 


Tbe footſtool of his glorious throne, || 


ho this vil a 
"Wt leg rment weer, c 


The hutnble e, is His delight, W617 
With him he loves to dwell; _ 

But all the proud when he appears, 
' He'll Fäniſh down to hell. 


Then let your willing fouls put on 


The robe by Jeſus gie; 
*T'was worn at firſt in paradiſe, 
And ſhall be wörn in TOO 


0 


1 . 
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Dae pride which comes from hell, N : 


In Heaven fliall have no place; 
But humble fouls Wich ee. 
Their dear . n 


nee * 
'To 0 the Rev. W. 1 


1 Nov. 27, 478, 


Bro Brornn, 


Mr 4 afflictions prevail ſo emden, that 


though I would not be impatient, T muſt 
own, that life is almoſt become a burden 


I9 
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to me. And yet ĩt pleaſes God ſo 3 
port me in my public work, that the peo- 


ca tell me, I ſpeak as if nothing giled 
l am endeavouring to have the ſtrain 


Wy my now. contracted miniſtrations, as 
convincing, e and ee as 
A, oe hd ee lil 


9 p 


I ſpeak. as if I ne'er ſhould ſpeak again, 8 
And as a dying man, to vated men. 


hope you will pray for me, "that l may 
not ſo often ſpeak in yain; and that I may 
have more experience of the ſanctifying 
power of the divine word on my own ſoul. 
My body is almoſt a ſtranger to reſt, and 
my mind frequently caſt down. I ſome- 
times deſire to be diſſolved, that I may be 


with Chriſt; yet death and eternity in their 


near approach, are awful things. When- 
ever you and I are ſummoned to appear 
before our judge, may we be free from 
the blood of all men! thc 5 


A line of fk by che PERM 
would be very acceptable; but ſend me 
as 
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as good news as you can of the ſtate of re- 
ligion; for I find evittidingsof the ark of 
God very hard to bear. The information 
reſpecting the loſs of your property has 
affected me much. It is well indeed, that 
our true riches are not lodge in the hands 
of men, nor expoſed to the depredatio 
of moth, or ruſt, or thieves. May 701 
grieved heart, and the ſinking» ſpirits * W 
your dear partner in life,” be ſupported by 
the hope of that treaſure which is reſerved 

in heaven; a we aas ing. and, 


everlaſting. N | IX © 1.39 22 + IVA 1 
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o (LETTER XX. OT 
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1 WP Dec. 4 \ 1781, 


ME Dil „rats, 


E ſo e of abs owe and 


fievolence of your'mind,and of your ſteady 
attachment ro me, that I make no apolo- 
ghes for the liberties I take, in writing to, 
you in the dictatorial ſtyle. You know it 
is not becauſe I aſſume any authority over, 
you, or think myſelf your ſuperior either 
in gifts. or grace. But I have no iden of 
filling a ſheet with uſeleſs compliments, 
and therefore, when I take my pen in 


hand to write to you, I give you the advice 


which I need myſelf, You always take it 
kindly; for you believe the old man means 
well, though his manner be ſomewhat 
blunt, and his addreſs unpoliſhed. 8 

I wiſh you well with my whole heart, in 
every relation in which you ſtand; and 
| | that 
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that your life and labours may be growing 
and laſting bleſſings to the church of God. 
recommend ĩt to you to preach often to 
yourſelf, and ſometimes to your people, 
from that tekt, te Keep yourſelves from 
idols.“ For they be no Gods which art 
ſeen with mortal eyes Keep your heart 
with all diligence. Keep your mouth 
with bit and bridle. Keep the moon, the 
changing and unſtable world, under your 
feet, and keep your eye on the inheritance - 
beyond the ſtars. Read much, think 
cloſely, pray hard and preach feryently, 
And as near as you can, praftiſe what you 
recommend to others; and wherein yon 
fall ſhort, lie don in the duſt, ue 2 
over your imperfections. 

The penitential tear is no way incon- 
ſiſtent with a ſenſe of pardoning mercy; It 
mingles well with the cup of joy in actiwe 
life, and, to ſuch finful and imperſect erea- 
tures as we are, it will be no way unſuita- 
ble or unſeaſonable on the bed of lan- 


guiſhing, when activity will be F 
. ; 2 ä for 
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for a ſolemn review of our paſt PRI 
I know you will wiſh to hear how it 
8. with your poor friend; and that you 


vill not charge me with egotiſm, if 1 tell 


you ſomething of myſelf. I am not im- 
mediately, perhaps, in a dyingſſtate; yet 
my afflictions continue as formerly. But 
being made to drink of the brook in the 
Way, I am ſtill, on the Lord's day, enabled 
to lift up my head. For this I deſire to be 
thankful. Though my ſpirits are often 
low, yet when I get into the pulpit, I 


moſtly find pleaſure and freedom in ad- 


dreſſing the people. Without regard to 
the frowns or the ſmiles of men, I would 


endeavour ſo to ſpeak, as may at once be 


inſtructive, conyincing, animating, and 
perſuaſive. I judge this mode of preach- 


ing to be moſt ſuited to the powers and ca - 


pacities of thoſe that hear, and moſt agree- 
able to the ſacred ſcriptures. . 
But how deeply may you and I 8 con · 


8 by this time, that all hope of ſuc- 
0 depends on the bens, and grace of 


the 
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the bleſſed Spirit? May that divine ageat 
accompany the miniſtrations of his word, 
as in antient times! Then truth will 
ſpread, and vital religion rev ive and ſhiae 
in its primitive luſtre -Orherwiſe, theſt 
effects will never be ae * what 
we will; and do what we can. 2 326 0 

My hearers -ſetdom-obje&* ca 0 
what I advance; but many of them reſerve 
this liberty to themſelves, to do as they 
like. Many continue in their ſins, though 
they are warned of their danger; and are 
lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God, 
though they are informed, that deſtruc- 
tion ſhall be to the workers of iniquity. x 
cannot ſee the ſtupidity and peryerieneſs 
of ſinners, without ſuch a degree of con- 
cern, as, at certain times, Aiquiets/uny 
heart, and aſfects my. poor ſhattered c 
ſtitutian. Some adviſe me to decline 
preaching, and tell me, it isithe anything 
that can improve my health. - But i think 
{ence would do me little good, except 
ſborrom ere removed from my-heart; fac 

5452 6 K 3 row 
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row I mean, for the guilt and miley of 
my fellow · creatures. 
Be pleaſed to give my ee your 
ſpouſe, and tell her, I earneſtly defire her 
happineſs, and conſequently her progreſs 
in holineſs. Tell her to try, in the midſt 
ef her children, to be as meek as Moſes, 
as patient as Jeb, and as. eee as 
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Lees, 16, 1782; 
Dian BROTHER, at 


1. glad to hear of your-fals return 
from London, and that your health is ſo far 
reſtored, that your once feeble body is 
' able to bear ſo much fatigue, I wonder 
how you can preach ſo often, amidſt fuch 
. perpetual hurry, both at home and a- 
droad, | Hawever, L wiſh you. Rrength 
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equal to your day, till your work be done, 
and that you may be the happy inſtrument 
of winning many ſouls to Chriſt. 
For myſelf,” I live à dying life. I bear 
che name, and ſtand in the place of à mi- 
niſter; but am greatly enfeebled by dif- 
eaſe; and depreſſed under a confciouſnels 
of imperfection in all L do. My endes - 
vours to ſerve the Redeemer in feeding his 
flock, are attended with much pain, as to 
my outward man; yet I feel ſuch compaſ- 
fon for the ſouls of periſhing ſinners, that 
I am unwilling.to be ſilent as long as I can 
ſpeak, or ſtand in the pulpit. I. hope you 
will continue to pray for me. My good 
wiſhes for you, 1 will ſum up as-follows,, 


May you on be devotion” s wings * 


Ina ſecret foar above, ark "©; 
Hold converſe with the —— 5 
186 Aud feaſt upon his los. 4 bs 119 | 
Whin draflag/te ds Mere word Be 
By day, or in the night. a 


2 God his ſacred light afford | 
oO SHI tough v, 1 Lend 


May 


„ Laue ib i Hun, 


While you his love proclaimm 
** may your hearers catch the fre, | , 
And ſeel the'ſagred lame. 


Pleas to give my reſpects to 1 pally 
duſtrious companion in life, and tell her, 
that amidft all her domeſtic cares and la- 
bours, I hope, that ſhe, with Adery, is pur- 
ſuing the good part, which ſhall not be 
taken from her. Give my love to your 
fon; and tell him, I truſt he will be en- 
abled to follow on to know the Lord, re- 
membering that it is written, Look not 
behind-chee.”” Tell him, I hope he 3s 
aſpiring after uſeful knowledge, lively 
faith, heart religion, elevated devotion, 2 
holy life, and an everlaſting heaven. I 
forget not your daughters; may they be wiſe 
virgins,, the comfort and qᷣoy of their pa- 
rents, the ornaments of the family, and 


as corner ſtones, poliſhed. aker the Gimili 


tude of a palace! 


1 forbearto enlarge, Hoping to ſte you 


tore ſhortly; and that you may dome to 
us 
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us in the-fulneſs of the bleſſing of the oi 
bel of Chriſt, is the fincere deſire of, 


Your ee, ele, 
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TErrEx XIII. Fs Ne 
To the Rev. 17 FR 5 
Lees, Sept. 4 1 1783. 
My Dear Bnorkzn, | 5 


IN 


Saw 


Lrmans 4 you from my very Wau for 
all the inſtances of your good-will to me 
ever ſince I knew you. You will be pleaſed 
to hear, that I have been better upon the 
whole, this ſummer, than for four years 
paſt, I have been indulging hopes, and 
forming purpoſes, of ſeeing my dear 
friends at G, before winter; but am 
obliged to deny myſelf that pleaſure, and 
ſay, as yet I cannot come. I am hindered 
by ſamily afflictionsw u. 

My 
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us Lanes to his Friends, 
My mother in-law is very feeble, being 
in the 93d year of her age. My daughter, 
who has been fo uſeful and agreeable for 
a long time, and to whoſe activity and care 
fhabe been indebted for the liberty I have 
had, of viſiting my friends, is now afflict- 
ed with a threatening diſorder, Should! 
leave my family in theſe circumſtances, it 
would add. to their affliction, and render 
the journey very uncomfortable to myſelf. 
Tnclination muſt give place to duty. Do- 
meſlie duties are binding, eſpecially where 
domeſtic, affections are duly felt, 
It is a ſickly time with my friends here. 
A ſever prevails, of which ſome have died, 
and others are ſtill languiſhing. 1 have 
viſited ſeven or eight in one day. I have 
hitherto eſcaped the infection, though the 
offenſive ſmell has ſometimes almoſt over- 
come me. But I am willing to venture 
health and life, when duty calls. The 
dangerous diſorder is ſtill ſpreading. 
Dear brother, 'do not ceaſe to pray for 
me, for I know not what ſcenes of trial 
are 
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are yet before me. I am more diſtreſſed 
by the defect of love and zeal among the 
people whom I ſerve, than by all other 
afflictions. I have deſired them to lay the 
dying cauſe to heart, and entreated them 
to exert. themſelves for its. revival. It is 
a comfort amidſt all diſcouragements, that 
the eats of the Lord are open to the cries 
of his poor miniſters and people, throu 

the mediation of the eee 
ever living Redeemer. 


I muſt ſtill ſay, truly Godis g good 1 to. wt 


rael, yea, even when there is a. frown on 
his face, and a rod in his hand. I would 
learn to read love in his frowns, as well as 


in his ſmiles. Though it be not as pleaſ- 
ing to be in the houſe of correction as on 
the mount of comfort, it is certainly as 
profitable to the ſoul. As for myſelf, di- 
vin? faithfulneſs, through. my own de- 
fault, caſt me into the houſe of correc- 


tion, and till | keeps me there; | but love 


with her ſalutary influence, is, I hope, 
turning the ſtripes given me, into a heal- 
ing 
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ing balm. So well "eds chat erer 
faſting covenant, which contains all our 


ſalvation, and all our deſire. The grace 


on which it is Ange is _ gfeat, and 


entirely free. al 
May you and hs richly N the 
bleſſings which flow from the fountain of 


everlaſt ing love. And while you feel the 
power of the conſtraining love of Chriſt, 
may you open your mouth wide, lift up 
your voice like a trumpet, to ſhew to 
backfliding Iſrael their tranſgreſſions, and 
to apoſtare creatures their fins. With eyes 
Hfted up to heaven, may you be helped 
vunweariedly to proclaim ſalvation in the 

name of Jeſus, for thoſe that are ready to 
periſh, And may that divine energy 


which mortal eyes never ſaw, but which 


thouſands have experienced in every age, 
accompany. the meſſages you deliver; that 
the very dead may hear the voice and live, 
and that drowſy ſaints may be quickened, 
and ſpeeded in their heavenly Way. 


„ my heart is ſtill towards you, 


and 


[a | — — „5 8 * 
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and though I cannot ſee your face, I feel 
my love to you is ſtill alive. Love, true 
chriſtian love, may fuffer a declenſion, but 
it ſhall never ſee death. It will outhve 
our tears, ſurmount our diſcouragements, 
and reign triumphant 1 in our happy ſouls 
for ever, in the regions above. There it 
will be perfect in its meaſure, uninterrupt- 
ed in its operation, and perpetual in its 
continuance. It will be-incapable of any 
alteration, except an increaſe of the de- 
lightful, celeſtial, immortal flame. And 
O what joy, to us now inconceivable, ſhall 
we feel, if counted worthy to obtain that 
bliſs! May the preſent foretaſtes and fu- 
ture hopes of 18, cement our hearts, light- 
en our burdens, ſweeten all our comforts, 
brighten our darkeſt hours, and exhilerate 
our motion in duty's way, till, in the 


ſtrength of grace, we reach the happy goal. 
In the mean time, may the love of God 
be ſo ſhed abroad in our hearts, as to dif- 
fuſe its light and heat in all our miniſtra- 
tions! L 


Adieu. 


LETTER XXIII. 
To Three YOUNG PERSONS. 


| Lees, + 4. 955 
My Dear Y oung Friends, _ 


tac you are all alive, not only i in na- 
ture, but alſo in grace, and if fo, all hail! 
When I conſider you as walking in- the 
Nippery paths of youth, and remember, 
that as yet you have the ſad remains of a 
depraved and rebellions nature within you; 
and that your age, ſex, and rank in life 
expoſe you toa vatiety of dangerous ſnares, 
1 feel for you with ſome hs tp of fear, 
and godly jealouly. 


A regard for your dy the 


honour of God, the credit of religion, and 
the joy of your pious relatives, induces me 
to ſay, be not high minded, but fear. 
Take heed leſt you fall. I mean not by 
thus ſpeaking, to frighten or diſcourage 
you; but only to awaken'you v ſenſe 


GOA. Ss i. th. * PO PN 
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of your danger. Watch and pray that ye 
enter not into that multitude of tempta· 
tions, which attend you in almoſt every 
ſtep you take. Let your eyes look right 
on, and your eye · lids ſtraight before you. 
Ponder well the path of your feet. Be 
ſober, be vigilant; becauſe there is a lion 
in the way, a ſnake in the graſs, and a 
traitor in the boſom. | 

Keep a ſtrict guard upon the firſt ring 
inclinations of your own. hearts. For it 
is, alas! but too common, even with Pi- 
ous perſons, to hearken to their on in- 
clinations, more than to wiſdom's coun- 
ſels; and it is lamentable to ſee how the 
wrong propenſities of good men, lead 
them aſtray from the line of truth, and the 
path of duty. And, as out of the heart 
are the iſſues of life, to begin our work 
here, is to begin at the bottom. This ap- 
pears to me, a fundamental thing, and of 
great importance in chriſtian watchfulneſs. 

Hence will reſult a ſtrict watch over che 
door of your lips. Be not too fond of 

L 2 formal 
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formal viſits, or too familiar with unpro- 
fltable companions. But enjoy yourſelves 
in calm compoſure, and ſweetretirement. 
Employ your active minds in cultivating 
a growing acquaintance with the precious 
word of God, and the truths and promiſes 
of the goſpel. Be engaged in frequent 
meditation on thoſe ſure and ſubſtantial 
things, which are ſuited to the nature, 
fatisfaQory to the deſires, and commen- 
ſurate to the duration of your immortal 
| fouls; and in compariſon with which, all 
that earth can give, or creatures afford, 
may be termed empty baubles, if not dane 
gerous ſnares, _ | 
Fail not to keep up daily intercourſe 
with God in ſecret. Walk in the fear of 
the Lord all the day long; ever remem- 
bering, that to do this, is the only way to 
enjoy, though not the cauſe to procure, 
the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. Cheriſh 
domeſtic affections. See which of you 
can excel molt in relative duties. Strive 


who ſhall love God moſt, ſerve him beſt, 
; N and 
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and be moſt uſeful in the ſtation in which 
his Providence has fixed you. 

I would beg leave to beſeech, and even 
to charge you, to take heed, of that evil | 
of evils, a luke warm ſpirir in the concerns 
of religion, This alas! like a pernicious | 
plague, ſpreads and prevails among the 
profeſſing followers of the Redeemer, an 
threatens to diffuſe its infection throu 
the whole houſehold of faith. May Al- 
mighty grace put a ſtop. to the dreadful 
contagion ! And may you, my dear young 
friends, Bs ever preſervel. from its malig- 
nity 

Luke warmneſs ſtands. connected with 
that faſhionable mode of attending divine 
ordinances, which is now ſo common; 1 
mean, with a careleſs, unconcerned air 
and with wandering or drowſy eyes. The 
appearance of ſo much unconcernedneſs, 
ſpoils the beauty of ſpiritual worſhip, in- 
fects our fellow-worſhippers, and damps 
the ſpirits of the poor miniſter, or makes 

him as fretful as Fonab, when he had lot 
| „ his 
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his gourd. It is in fact a ad to our 


holy religion, and highly offenſive ia the 
eyes of heaven, 

If the viper of TELE ſhould fie 
your boſoms, my dear young. friends, you 
are ſure to fall into miſchief. For it pro 
vokes the Holy Spirit to withdraw his aid; 
and then our ſtrength is gone. It gives 
the world, the fleſh and the devil, almoft 
all the advantage they can with for againſt 
vs. And in ſuch a caſe, who can ſtand? 

Grieve not, therefore, the Holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are ſealed to the day 
of redemption, and ſupported in the way 
to the kingdom. Seek his divine aid by 


fervent prayer, obey his word, and ever 


yield to his holy motions on your minds. 


Have frequent recourſe, by humble 
faith, to the all-compaſhogate, alrogether 
lovely and loving Jeſus, who is, to us poor 


needy creatures, the medium of intercourſe 


with the Father of our ſpirits. Like J- 
40's ladder, he is the only. free and open 


ONCE 


3 
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him, both for our perſons and our ſervices; 
and the way of deſcent from God to us, in 
reſpect to every needful ſupply. I can ſee 
no other poſſible medium of intereourſe 
and communication between a holy God 
and unholy men. Therefore he himſelf 
bath ſaid, Lam the wor—nomas cometh 
unto the Father but by ... £1444 
And-if, as appears from the 40th pſalm, 
the love of Jeſus was ſo aſtonifhingly great 
to the worſt of men, that he was not only 
willing, but even delighted to die, to pro- 
cure the beſt of bleſſings for the chief of 
ſinners, doubtleſs he will joyfully receive, 
and readily fupply and fave, all that come 
unto God by him. This conſideration may 
be a reviving cordial to men af little wo 
in their fainting hours. 
Let me cloſe this addreſs, by e 
you vigorouſly to preſs after a conformity 
to the Saviour's image. Keep this in aur 
mark ot your honeſt aim, and eager: pur- 
ſuit, chrough 6— 
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1 —moſt earneſtly wiſh you an increaſe of 
faith in him, who died to redeem and fave | 

vou, an increafe of love to his bleſſed 

name, and a growing ſubjection to his 

whole will; and that your hopes may be 

confirmed, and your ſouls ripened for 

eternal felicity, I am, with ben affec- 
tion and n | 
ars 22 A der 5 
1. . 


- LETTER XXIV. 
To a CHRISTIAN SOCIETY, at G; 


Len Spe, 45 1783) 
[Dey beloved” Brethren, 15 


4 


| 1 no charges te exhibit rn you, 
but come as a beggar to your door. Yet 
L requeſt no man's gold or apparel; Lerave 
not the meat of your table, nor the ox 
from your ſtall; J aſk for fomething grea- 
ter and better than any or alf of theſe; 
1 namely 
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namely, your ſerious attention to the fol- 
lowing word of exhortation, and a Prac- 
tical compliance, with it, ſo far as it is 
ſounded an the word of truth, and as hu- 
man frailty will admit. In ſo doing, you 
vill be the gainers, and I ſhall , rejoice in 
the day of Chriſt, that I have not run is 
vain, nor Jaboured: to no purpoſe. 1 

Make it your care to acquire nag re- 
tain a more deep ſenſe of that awful ſtate 
of guilt and depravity, in which you all 
are by nature. Call to mind the countleſs 
number of actual tranſgreſſions, of which 
you have been guilty; and think ſeriouſiy 
on the miſery which every one of you juſtly, 
deſerves. When you have done this, try to 
impreſs your; minds with a more affecting 
ſenſe of the ſpecial care of God over you, 
bis diſtinguiſhing, mercy towards you; his 
long patience with you, and his abun- 
dant goodneſs manifeſted to you. He hath 
preſerved and ſupported your forfeited 
lives to this very day, while many of your 
cllow-cIpcy Nane leis criminal 

| en "han 
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than yourſelves, have been eut 6ff in their 
fins. bes egen de wann, 
Labour conſtantiy to Dots; 2 more 
| Se ſenſe of the great and diftinguith- 
ingprivileges you enjoy. You have a bi- 
ble in your hands, a miniſter in your pul- 
pit, and the precious goſpel of the king- 
dom conſtantly proclaimed in your ears, 
Chriſt Jeſus is held forth before you, and 
his full and free ſalvation publiſhed among 
you; whereby the door of hope is ſet open 
before you, and before your” children; 
while many nations of men never ſaw that 
divine book, which contains the words of 
everlaſting life, nor ever ſo much as heard 
of the Saviour's precious name. | 
Think again, what the Lord has wrought 
i you. Did he not pity you, when you 
lay polluted in your own blood, and had 
no pity for yourfelves? Was it not free 
love which opened your once blind eyes? 
Why, O why was it, that you were made 
to hear the quickening voice of Chriſt, in 
a preached goſpel, while thoſe who fat un- 
= | der 
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der the ſame roof, and within the ſame 
walls, felt not the power of it, but remain 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins unto this day ? 
Are you better than they? No, in no wiſe. 
Surely then, this is the Lord's doing, and 
it ſhould be ever marvellous in your eyes. 
A ſenſe of it ſhould affect bn 
day to day. 

Think again, | * ample Weide 
matchleſs grace has made for you, in your | 
way to the celeſtial country. Has nat 
wiſdom built her , houſe, and furniſhed it 
well, for the entertainment and refreſh- 
ment of weary pilgrims ?, And has not he, 
who might juſtly. have frowned you to de- 
ſtruction, given you a name, and a place 
in his houſe and family ? Has he not ſaid 

olf his church, Iwill abundantly. bleſs her 
proviſion, and ſatisfy her poor with bread? 
Does he not give you the moſt kind invi- 
tations to partake of the hidden manna, 
and the wine of the kingdom ? Eat, O 


friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O 
beloyed. 


Do 


1% uten in bis Bm 


Do you not ſee his almighty arm ſtretch- 
ed out, to ſupport, to ſuecour and defend 
you, while in this enemies land? Can yoo 
reflect on this, and not be aſtoniſhed at 
diſtinguiſhing grace? Has not God ap- 
pointed his angels to guard you, while 
you live, and to conduct your happy ſpi- 
rits to the regions of paradiſe. when you 
die? When'you reach the portals of the 
eeleſtial city, ten thouſand times ten thou- 
Nand, with the harps of God in their hands, 
will welcome you thither, and congratu- 
late you on your ſafe arrival. Ho chen 
can you ſet your affections on things be- 
low? Surely, your converſation ſhould be 
in heaven, 

Think again: Does not all that we have 
mentioned above; reſult from the free 
love of God, and flow through the medi- 
ation of the divine Redeemer ? His preci- 
ous blood, if I may uſe the expreflion,. 


VINE every dlethg you er of 
% 1 


He ſunk beneath your heavy woes, = 
vo To raiſe you to his thrones © 
There's ne'era'gift his hand befrtows _- - 
But coſt his heart a groan. | +, 
This divine Saviour addreſſes you in 
theſe affecting terms, Take my yoke up- 
on you; and learn of me.“ And will 
your necks refuſe to bow to his yoke, or 
your feet to tread in his ſteps? I hope not. 
O that the all gracious Spirit may write 
theſe things on your hearts, and keep a 
lively ſenſe of them ever on your minds! 
Then you will not tamely yield to fin, nor 
readily comply with Satan's te mptations. 
You will not allow yourſelves to loiter in 
the race which is ſet before you, nor turn 
aſide to folly. May your hearts ever be 
warm with love to God, and true zeal for 
the cauſe and honor of Chriſt! May you 
lire above the world while your abode 
is in it! May you have fervent charity 
among yourſelves; and may you ſhine as 
lights in the midſt of a crooked and per- 
verſe generation! May you yield and 
M ſurrender 
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ſurrender your all, body, ſoul and ſub- 
ſtance, as willing inſtruments ee 
the glory of the Redeemer. 
Brethren, ſuffer the word of exhortation, 
dictated by ſincere affection. My con- 
cluding wiſh i 18, that heart religion, clo- 
ſet. deyotion, domeſtic duties, brotherly 
love, ſocial prayer, ſpiritual . converſe, 
public worſhip, and holy walking, may 
be duly and ſteadily regarded by you all; 
and in regarding theſe, I doubt not but 


vour ſouls will proſper. 


Jam, your affectionate brother, 
and fervant in Curt. 
Ne 33. . 21 
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Slee, who departed this life, - 1 3. 
1784, 41. Memel. in Yori, | 
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Di Aen. at the A. of God, 
Lay his dear Iſaac on the wood, 
Nor once refuſe to lift his hand, 


To ſlay the youth, at bis command? 


Why-then b thould you refuſe t to part 
With Iſaac, 1 — ſo near your heart * 


Why grieve to ſee your huſband die, 
When Jeſus calls him to the R ? 


Although his fn. went Jonen at oon. 
His deſtin'd work on earth was done ; 3 
He's now releas'd from evry pain, 2 
And freed from ev? ry moral ſtain. l 


ant * 


His graans no more affect your ear, 
Excite your pity, or your tears; 


His ſighs no more your bowels move, 
Nor wound your ſympathetic love. yp 
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He now has reach'd the pcaceful fore, 


Where ſtormy billows rage no more. 
And could he ſpeak to you, hed ſay, 
« O weep not o'er my breathleſs clay 


% Pve gain d the point, and won the prize'; W 
% have a manſion in the fies: 
From all diſtreſs and danger free, | 
I am where oft I wilh'd to be. 
My body now, from pain releas'd, | 
þ « Within the peaceful grave ſhall reſt, 
5 Till the laſt trumpet ſhake the 0 1 


1 


And bid the ſlezping dead ariſe. * 7 


«© My waſting fleſh and mould'ring bones | 
* Shall ſpring to life when Jeſus comes, 
% And riſe to meet him in the air, 
6 New dreis'd, immortal, ſtrong and fair. 


« You ſaw me, with a tearful eye, 
<« Beſide you Jangniſh, faint and die: 
% You ſaw the painful conflict ceaſe, 

« For then, T enter'd into peace. 


« My happy ſoul ſecure from harms, 
« Refts not in your's, but Jeſus arms; 


Could you my preſent glory ſee, 
* You'd long to die, and be with me.” 


"Tis true, my friend, your partner's gone, | 
And yoy, alas! are left alone; 
The ftroke to you muſt ſeem ſevere, 
To part ſo ſoon with one ſo dear, 
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But let this thought your heart revive 

Though he is dead, he's ſtill alive; 

His joy ſhould give Dur Mul relief,” | 
And check the torrent of om grief. 

|  Doubtleſs his ſpirit finds a Nies * 

Amovgft the miniſterg gf grace ; 

For they who ſouls to Jeſus win i 

Shall bright as ſtars in glory ſhine. x 


| Eben A en e 1 


He ee . 
And reigns . life, where Jeſus is. E 


590 88 Jelpe erh 

Riſe then above this dag ſphere . 
In longing döpes to meet Him t heres 0 
On yonder bright celeſtial rem 
Where death Pl pt Jour fol yo more; * 

Be waiting for the happy day ; 
Your partner has but led. the. way z* 
The ſhining throng will make you room, 
And Jſaac ſhout to ſee you come. ' 


To Mr. . 


Sin, % 2 e e 

Tas of che ſollowing verſes 
has much engaged my attention of late. 
If what 1 have written upon it ſhould ob- 
' tain your approbation, and promote the 
ardour of your mind, in the greateſt of all 
concerns, it will give me pleaſure. 


oN GODLY. ZEAL, |. 


Ariſe, my ſoul, attempt to teli, 
The excellence of holy zeal; 
No merit ſhe doth ever claim, 


Yet I would gladly ſpread her fame. 


- But call not that a zeal for Gd 
Which deals in cruelty and blood, 
Dooms men to tortures, and to fires; 


Tis a vile flame which hell inſpires. 


True 
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True veal the erring chriſtian loves, 
And perſecution diſapproves; a) 

She's humble, "modeſt, mild and will 

Of others think or ſpeak no ill. 


"Tis ſhe the ſaints awake doth keep, 


But wanting her, the virgins ſleep; 
Her abſence from the church I mourn, 


And earneſt long for her return. 


In ancient times, this: fire n 
The breaſts of chriſtians did inſpire ; 1 : 
It ſpread it#inflienice fdt and wide 
And churches then were multiply'd. W. 


But when true zeal forbore to. Mine, ” | 
Then pure religion did Jeeline ;\ " Sag 
Error and fin fupply'd the aer, ma 
And Zion ſunk in ſad diſgrace. N 


Lukewarmneſs, with her hateful brood 
Prevail'd like ſome deſtructive Hood; n 
The church an Ibabed became; 1 


% * 
ne. 


To live, ſhe only had the name. 


Grieved, the Holy Spirit fled, © 
From men ſo formal, cold and dead; 
Human inventions then obtain'd | 
The place where truth alone had reign'd: ' 


Spirit of grace again return, | 
For ſtill a few thy abſence mournz *' = 
Revive thy work, thy light diſplay, 
And turn our darkneſs into day, LA 
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Inſpire thy church with. holy a 

To know and do thy facred Will; ban 
From ſloth and deadneſs ſet 0-6 "pip 7708 4 

And fill our hearts with love to thee, 


Teal is with heav'ply Me; 
The ſacred word ſhe keeps in mind, 
And leſt her feet ſhould run aſtra g 
Makes this her guide from day to da. 
The cauſe of truth lies nęar hex heart; . 
For truth's ſupport ſua Il. hear her pal. 
She pleads with God his word to-blels, _ W 
And crown his goſpel with ſucceſs. 
May Jæſus reign. row. ſhore to ny. 
She cries, till ſhe dN no m. 
Willing ſhe ſtrains her ev'ry nerve, . 0 " 
His houſe to build, bis cap to ſerve... 


For An ſake the will not reſt, 
Such gen'rous love inſpires her breaſt, 
Her pray'rs, like clouds of incepſc, * 


With heav'nly fervour to the ſkies. k 


The calls of duty ſhe will hear, 
Though ſtorms ariſe, and clonds l 
Reluctant fleſh ſhe will deny, 
And ſteer her courſe with ſteady eye. | 


She fears no frowns, ſeaks no os 
From mortals, in religion's cauſe. + 
To live for God is all her aim, 
And glorify his ſacred name, 


T 
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From earthly toys ſhe turns her eyes; 
Her treaſure is above the ties. 
She bids the flattering world adieu, 
And keeps the crown of life in view. 


Sin the avoids with ſteady care, 

And watches daily unto pray r. 
Cautious ſhe runs the heawnly road, 
And marks the ſteps which Jeſus trod. » 


Kindle, O Lord, in me the flame © © 
Of holyzeat for thy great name. | 
For want of this I hourly mourn; 

O let me for thy glory burn 

With fervent love my breaſt iuſpire: 
Blow up the ſpark of faint deſire ; can” oh 
That I with, active feet may run, 

Untir'd till all my work be done: 

Why ſhould I loiter in the way , .. 

Which leads to everlaſting day 7 


Help me with ardour to purſue * 
The noble prize I have in view. 
- 1 : 


; LETTER vil. 
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DAR Dünn 


N 241 


SourTiME ago ago, I a your ſer⸗ 
mon occaſioned by the ſudden death of 


brother Town/&1d, entitled The aflieions of 


the righteous, and thtir deliveranct out of them 


all. The diſcourſe'was indeed à word in 
ſeaſon to me, and to my” little family i in 
our afflictions. 1 think, i it well calculated 
to ſupport the minds, and bear vp, the 
heads of the "righteous, while through 
much tribulation they are preſſing forward 


in the way to the kingdom. May the | 


Lord fo bleſs this uſeful diſcourſe, as that 
it may be the means of ſtrengthening the 
hearts of the righteous, and even of in- 


creaſing the number of the true followers 


of Jeſus! For I fear the righteous are 


both few and feeble, in this our day. May 
| the. 


at ms __—— " Yar =. © 
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the Lord ariſe and have merey upon Zion 
May he ſend forth faithful, ſpiritual and 
affectionate Jabourers; whe, with ſeeing 
eyes and feeling hearts, ſhall not only 
watch over and feed the flock of Chriſt, 
but with yearning bowels, alarm and al- 
lure the wanderers, and gather them into 
the fold of the good ſhepherd! May he 
graciouſly ſucceed all your pious attempts 
to promote his Kingdom, ang oe: im- 
mortal ſouls s 

As to myſelf, my feelings tell n me, 2 
my work is well nigh done. The diſorder 
in my breaſt lays an embargo on my 
thinking powers, and threatens to ſilence 
my ſtammering tongue. Vet my concern 
for the cauſe of Chriſt, and the welfare of 
precious ſouls, 18 kept, alive. My out- 

vard frame languiſhes under the power of 
diſcaſe, the bitter fruit of ſin; yet I hope 
the good phyſician is, by this painſulſex · 
pedient, intending to heal and cure my 
lifordered ſoul. That liealing and that 
cure, I think can only be effected by kil - 
ling 
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ling the body. This view of the caſe re- 
conciles me to the parting ſtroke, though 
ſometimes ſtart at the proſpect of the 
awful event. Dear brother, beg one ſmile 
For me at that ſolemn hour; for 1 dread 
boy thought of dying in the dark. 
© Theſe lines, I expect will meet you at 
Blackburn called there to ſpeak to ſinful 
and dying men, on the nature, neceſũty 
and. excellency of heavenly-mindedneſs; 
I wiſh a taſte of heaven may animate your 
own ſoul, while the language of heaven is 
dropping from your lips; and may thoſe 
that hear you, catch the divine ſavour! A 
heart in heaven, is, ne en be- 
gun in the heart. 
I conclude witk my e ee that 
grace, mercy and peace may be multiplied 
to you, to yours, and to all who may aſk 
- after your fellow-ſinner; who is deſirous 
of being your fellow-ſoldier here, and your 
fellow-citizen hereafter, gy now in 
affliction 8 ſchool. 
J. P. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
3 2 2 141 8 


To — 4; | "OY ety L 


EE e a 555 wr 


My DRAR Funun, 8 


+ the following plain verſes | afford you 


any ſatisfaction, or contribute in any de- 
gree to your improvement in the divine 


life, I ſhall think my labour * recom- 
penſed. 


* p 4 * 


On the New Birth, e ili. | 275 


Awake my Gul, attentive Band 5 $4 D 
The Saviour's words thy e 5 
His language is expreſs and plain n 
« Sinners, ye muſt be born again. 
* Of ſuch vaſt moment this to ou, 
10 That if you are not born ane. 
* You never can that kingdom ſee n kia 
„Where holy ſouls ſhall dwell with me.“ 


While others think this doQrine ſtrange, 2 
O may I know that bleſſed change, A p29 
Of which, if I in truth partake, 5 


I ſhall be ſav'd, for Jeſus' ſake. 4 
P. N re 
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Be not deceiv'd, my ſoul, take heed, 
For I may pray, and hear, and read ; 
Light and canviftionmay receive, 
And think I everytruth believe; 
I may myſelf a chriſtian deem, 
And ſuch to other men may ſeem, 
And yet my heart be unrenew'd, 
My ſinful paſſions unſubdu d. 
I may abſtain from outward fin, 
Vet not my heart be right within. 
I may poſſeſs a flaming zel... 
May preach to fellow-men, and tell 
How they are loſt, and how reſtor'd 
By Jeſus, our redeeming Lord; 
Yet I myſelf at laſt may prove 
; A ſtranger to.his ſaving love; 


deen ae de W. anne | 
That power from God, nne. 
A life devoted to his praiſe 1 
And glory, all our following days. 
His Holy Spirit doth impart | + 
To us a new and-upright heart, 
With quick'ning voice be bids as fle, 
And aim to reach our native ſkies. 
Our ſouls with heav'nly-lighthe fills, 
And conquers our rebellious wills. 
The pow'r of fin his grace ſubdues, 
And the depraved mind renews. 
He gives us liberty, and breaks 
Satan's vile yoke from off our necks. 
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Then doth his grace our hearts inſpire, 

With Holy love and pure defice. 

We riſe from the long lleep of death, 

And pray r and praife employ our breath. 
Now the loſt prodigal returns, 

And o'er his paſt offences mourns. 

He loathes himſelf, abhors his ſin, 

And prays for purity within. 


Father,“ he cries, my guilt remove, 


And let me know thy pard'ning love; 
* Cleanſe my vile heart, and let me be 
« Henceforth devoted, Lond, to thee; * 
JT would be now entirely thine, 
% And in thy own bleſt image ſhine. 


« Thy ſon has dy'd that thoſe might] live | 


Who in hisfaving pow'r believe. 
_ « I own of ſinners Pm the chief, 
« Yet ſuve me, Lord, from unbelief. 


Grant me the pretious giſt of faith — 


© In the divine Redeemer's death. 
% That I, through his atoning blood, 


May pardon find, and peace with Gd. 


I have no other plea to make, 

O fave my ſdul for Jefus' ſake,” - 
| Mercy divine will not delay Won 
When broken-hearted finners pray; 


The humble cry is heard in heavin, _ 
And the repenting ſoul forgi n. 


N 2- 


149 


The 
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The Saviour is to bim reyeal' d, 
And to his heart the pardon ſeal'd, + 
His conſcience finds a ſwect releaſe ;, Yue 
His ſoul is fill'd with joy and peace. 
Chearful he runs in wiſdom's ways, 


And fg his great Redeemer praiſe.” | 


Thankful he is for earthly good, 

Vet hungers for diviner ſocd. 
Now goſpel dainties ſuit his taſte; 
As new-born babes defire the breaſt, 

So he the ſincere milk approves,” * 
»Tis the proviſion which he loves. 
* Feed me with this,” is all his ery; © 2 
That I may une 4d grow thereby,” y 


To duty's call bes now inckin'd 
To hearken with a ready mind. 
He haſtens to the houſe of pray r; 
Devotion is his native air. ; 
Where Jeſus dwells he loves to be, 
That be his glory chere may K 


Though, Mo os like, his ſpeech is' tow, 
At grace's throne he loves to bow, 
When words are wanting, still With ſighs 
He f. fiſy e Abba Father“ etles. 2 
For ne w- born ſculs tb heavi aſpire,” 46 
On the ſweet wings of warm defite; * 

N Jenn e 1 <4 "73.58 
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When 
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His ſoul can find mo reſting-place. ' 
Wand'ring, like Nea#'s, dove he Dag: 

And to the ark again returns. 


The means of grace no joy aford | 
If there he meets not:Chritthis Lord. 
His abſence nothing can ſupply, . 
He ſeeks him ſtill with tearful eye. 
He aſks the miniſters of grace, 
Where he may ſee his Savieur's face... - 
They bid him {till with vigaur ner, 
The footſteps of the flock purſue. _. 5 
And while he ſeeks, laments, and.m6urns,, 
His Lord'to his relief returns, 8 
Celeftial beams around him ſhine, 
And j eſus tells him,“ Thou art mine!“ 


The man who thus is born of God, 
Aſpires to that divine abode 
Where Jeſus dwells; and he ſhall riſe; 

To live with im above the ſkies. 

But none can ever ſee his face 
Wiwttnow not Hirrencwing grace. 

We muſt be mecten'd here ap cant, - 
By a divine and heav'tily birth 


To 2 with *112% "gd andifee... 
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Of chat bleſt world, we hope in vain 
The rich ipkeritance to gain, 

The heav'n- born ſoul ſhall never die; N 
But riſe :0 dwell with him on high 

Who ferm'd it for that holy place, 
Where ſaints behold him face to face. 


Then be it my concern to wear 
My Saviour's bleſſed image here. 
Be it my care his grace to know, 
And in that grace to thrive and grow; : 
Advancing ſtill from firength to ſtrength, 
Till I arrive in heav'n at length. 
Then ſhall I be completely bleſt, 
And dwell in everJaſting reſt, 


LETT ER RE. 


T 0 the Rev. W. C. 
| Les, 0a. 15 . 
Dax BROTHER, 


6 0 £ 


Or. late, my diſorder ha ld upon 
me. I have ſuch dizzineſs and confuſion 
| "ru "TAG u AN neceſſary for me 


to 
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to walk by hold of any thing within my. 
reach. 1 feel great weakneſs within, and 


not allow me to think eloſely. hope you 


will remember me in your prayers, that 


the God whom 1 deſire to ſerve with. my - 


ſpirit in the goſpel of his ſon, may ſpare 
to me the uſe of my thinking powers, till 
my work be done. If it were his will, I 
had rather loſe, my ſtrength to vals than 
my power ta think. 

I am willing to enlarge, but writing is 
ſuch painful work to me at preſent, that 
you muſt take the will for the deed. Wri- 
ting and ſpeaking ſeem almoſt to be over 
with me. O pray for me, that my end 
may be peace. My good wiſhes for you 
I will ſum up in a few plain rhymes. 

May you long live, and loud proclaim, | 
Salvation free in Jeſus name; 
To men their fin and danger tell, 
Anxious to ſave their ſouls from hell. ) 
And may your God by you fulfil {+ - 
The purpoſe of his gracious willy , , 
"That thoſe who hear you now may prove, g 
Yaur joy "and crown in realms 35 above, 


- 


% 
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LETTER XXX. 
tags the Rev. J. A. 
Leer, * 12, 1783. 


DAR Bac OTHER, 


Sw ck we were favoured with ydur 
company, my diſorder has ſo far prevailed, 
that 1 have been obliged to lie down in 
ſilence, and exchange the labouts of the 
pulpit fora bed of languiſhing, My health 
ſeems now irrecoverably loſt, At beſt! 
can ſerve the people only in part, and the 

little that I can do at any time, feeds my 
_ diſorder and augments my diſtreſs, as to my 

outward frame. I therefore aſk you, and 
deſire you to aſk the brethren preſentatthe 
general meeting, whether you think it is 
my duty to reſign my charge, or to ſtrug- 
gle on till I expire in the conflict? 1 am 
in a ſtrait between theſe two. I wiſh to 
live and die in the way of duty. To be 
wholly ſilent while I am able to peak at 
all, would go near my heart. 


—̃ ——— — „ 4 „ 
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I am villing to ſerve the church to which 
ſtand related, as far as Lam able, while 
they ſeek out for ſome ſuitable perſon to 
feed them with the bread of life; and when 
| reſign my work, Jam quite willing to 
give up what I receive for it. I hope that 
that God who has fed me all my life long, 
will take care of both me and mine, tothe 
end of our days. For any thing that I 
know, the people would be content with 
the little I can do, as long as I am able 
to ſpeak to them at all. But in the mean 
time, I ſee the cauſe ſuffers for want of 
more frequent preaching, and other du- 
ties, which I am not able to do. This 
diſquiets my mind, and adds to my afflic- 
tion. Could I but ſee the people well 
ſupplied , and the intereſt of the Redeemer 
flouriſh, my fainting heart would be en- 
couraged, and methinks I could die in 
peace, LO 

I ſhall think myſelf obliged to you and 
the reſt of my brethren, if you will ſeri- 
ouſly conſider this matter, and be ſo kind 

en Fred og RECEP 28: 
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+ as to communicate by the bearer, any 
word of adyice which: you may think pro- 
per to give me. 

And may the God you ſerve, b de 
all by his counſel, ſupport you with his 
powerful arm, and guard you every mo- 
ment! May he favour you with his gra- 
cious preſence in your own fouls, and a- 
bundantly ſucceed your labovrs for the 
good of others! And when you can work 
no more in his vineyard, may he make all 
your bed in your fickweſs, grant you grace 
ſufficient in a dying hour, receive youto the 
chureh triumphant above, and raiſe up o- 
thers to ſtand in your places on earth! 


Ian, Ge. 


J. P. 


LETTER 
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| LETTER XXXI. 
To THREE YOUNG PERSONS. | 


Tess, M 19, 1785. 
My Dear Tang War Cots 


1194 


| truly ſay I yet love you, though 1 
ke you not, and hope my love is of that 
lind which will never die. I often think 
of you, T love to hear from you, and to 
hear well of you. I ſympathize with you, 
when I know that you are attended with 
my affliction or diſtreſs. I ſhould be glad, 
if, by word or deed, I could promote 
your real welfare. It would rejoice my 
heart to be favoured with your company. 
Theſe are all, in my judgment, the cha- 
rateriftics of unfeigned love. And by 
the hints I have thus briefly given ,yau, 
you may examine whether you have a ſin- 
cere love to the divine Redeemer. For 


this purpoſe, in particular, I have intra- 
woe them, 


Stand 


158 Letters to his" Friends,” 


Stand faſt, my dearly beloved, in your 
regard for him who has firſt loved you; 
abide firm in your dependance upon him, 
and cleave to him with full purpoſe of 
heart. Keep your eyes fixed upon him. 
The more you know him, the more you 
will love him. Think often, who and 
what he is in himſelf, and what he is be- 
come to you. Recollect what he has done 
for you, and what he has wrought in you; 
and look forward to that world of glory, 
to which he will ſhortly and aſſuredly raiſe 
you. And may theſe thoughts be like 
coals of celeſtial fire, to enkindle the fer- 
vour of your love to that adorable, that 
altogether lovely and loving Saviour, who 
thought it not too much to give his life a 
ranſom for you. Labour to be much in 
his company; for abſence tends to cool 
affection, and to beget jealouſy. | | 

Take care to lie down at night with 
praying hearts, and to have your. lamps 
fed with freſh oil every morning. Other 
vile, they will Toon wax dim, and be in 

danger 
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danger of contracting impurity. Beware 
of pride; and be not conformed to this 
world; but aſpire after conformity to that 
happy world, where you wiſh to live for ever. 
And'may your dear aged Mother often 
drink of the brook in the way, and thereby 
be enabled to lift up her head, above the 
diſtreſſing fears of death ! May ſhe re- 
joice in the thoughts of being ſo near her 
Father's houſe, where ſhe ſhall be intro- 
duced into the company of her dear kin- 
dred, who are gone before, and who are 
vaiting to ſhout for joy at her ſafe arrival 
thither, Give my kind reſpects to 5 and 
belie ve me to be. 


7 our a frin, 
3 P. 


T7 
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LETTER XXXII. 
To the Rev. J. hs 


Laas, Fore 3. 1755 


Dran Baorkxx, 


Yours of the 19th ult. came_not to 
hand till the 29th. I thank you, and the 
reſt of my. brethren, for your affectionate 
attention to my caſe. . An aſſiſtant at this 
place, I think, cannot be borne, in point 
of ſupport. My attempts to preach do 
certainly add to my affliction. ; And for 
that reaſon, my family, the Doctor, and 
ſome of my friends, adviſe me to deſiſt. 
Let to be whelly ſilent, ſo long as I am 
able to ſpeak at all, is neither my inten- 
tion nor deſire. For I would rather chuſe 
to die in the pulpit, than ceaſe to labour 
for the good of ſouls, out of indulgence 
to the fleſh. | 

But as I cannot now fulfil the duties of 


.my office, I am willing to give it up, and 
the 
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the little ſupport I receive from the people, - 
rather than the cauſe ſhould ſuffer, or the 
church be burdened.” I am quite content 
to ſerve as an occaſional ſupply, in caſe of 
neceſſity, if it ſhall pleaſe God to enable 
me ſo to do. And I have made this pro- 
poſal to the ſociety now under my care, in 
order that they may look out for ſome. fit 
perſon to go in and out before then. What 
can Ido more? If you think 1 do amiſs, 
I ſhall be ne for your: kind admont- 
tions. ; 
My fits return daily, ann are now at- 
tended with ſuch a complaint in my breaſt, -- 
as occaſions, at times, a ſpitting of blood. 
This obliges me, when I ſpeak, to ſpeak 
low, and even at certain ſeaſons, prevents 
my ſpeaking at all. Theſe ſymptoms 
give me daily warnings of my approach- 
ing end, and induce me to urge the 
people timely to provide for themſelves, 
leſt they ſhould be left to wander, and be 
ſcattered abroad, as ſheep having no ſhep- 
herd. Some of them ſeem affected with 
O. 2 the 
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the caſe, and concerned for the cauſe of 
Chriſt among us; others, I 0 are too 
indifferent. ä GH 

What they will do I cannot tell. For 

myſelf, I wiſh to finiſh my courſe with a 
good conſeience. O help us with your 
prayers, and with your advice, as you fee 
occaſion, The hope of knowing, loving, 
ſerving and enjoying that God for ever in 
heaven, whom I have wiſhed to ſerve 
with my ſpirit, in the goſpel of his ſon up- 
on earth, 1s pleaſing indeed ! This hope 
ſupportsmy ſinking mind, lightens my bur- 
dens, ſweetens the comforts of life, brigh- 
tens the horrors of death, and reconciles 
my fearſul heart to the thoughts of a Giffo- 
lution. 

O pray, pray, that this hope may be 
lively in me, when I have to engage in 
the laſt conflict ; when my pen can write, 
when my tongue can fpeak no more 
Without ſome ſenſe of the divine favour, 
life is a burden, and death a terror to me. 


While you have time and ſtrength, con- 
tinue 


ms. IS Are EEG 
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tinue to improve them. Cry aloud, and 
ſpare not; publiſh it wherever you go, 
that God is good to Iſrael ; that he is a 
refuge for returning ſinners, of every age, 
every nation, and every condition ; that 
the all- compaſſionate Redeemer, with love 
in his heart, and pardon in his hands, in- 
vites the miſerable to accept of mercy. He 
cries to the periſhing ſons of men, © Look 
unto me, and be ſaved, all the ends of © 
the earth; come unto me, ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and 2 ive you -: 
ſh 92-45, 

And while you are JE WTE in pro- 
claiming ſalvation for dying men, may 
you win many ſouls to Chriſt here, who - 
ſhall be your erown and joy hereafter! 
With kind ſalutations to your family and | 
praying friends, I remain, +, 


Your affeftionate Wa 
7. 7. 


023 I 
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LETTER  XXXIIF 
2 To the Rev. J. A. 


Dees, Ofober 145 1785. 
Dzar BROTHER, 


W HILE I take the pen into my 
trembling hand, I feel my poor dying 
heart filled with good will, and good 
wiſhes, in reſpect to you and. yours. My 
foul: breathes after the welfare of the 
churches and children of God. My 
bowels are moved towards poor . periſh- 
- ing ſinners, who neither know themſelves 
nor the Saviour. May the Lord of the 
harveſt ſend forth labourers into his har- 
veſt ! May he enable his ſervants to go 
out into the highways and hedges, com- 
pelling ſinners to come in! And while 
the great trumpet is blown, may they 
come that are ready to periſh, May the 
barren wilderneſs be made to 0 and 
bloſſom as a roſe ! 


May 
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May the goſpel live when we are dead, 
and the churches with whom we have to 
do, flouriſh when we are gone! May 
goſpel light ſhine, and the all-gracious 
Spirit breathe on our native land, in ſuc- 
ceſſive ages, till time itſelf ſhall be no 
more! 

In the; mean time, while we ate con- 
tinued in our ſtations, may we be enabled 
to act a faithful and an affectionate part, 
and ſo glorify God on earth, and finiſh. - 
the work given us te do, that we may. 
breathe our laſt free from the blood of all 
men, and, bid farewell to the church be- 
low, in the joyfuk hope of admittance into 
the church above ! Then ſhall we all fee 
and ſerve the ſame Maſter, taſte the ſame - - 
Joys, and engage in the ſame delightful 
employment, in ſtainleſs purity, and full 
perfection, for evermore. 

In the hope of ſeeing you in Re 
world, my dear brother, I commend you 
to- God, and the ward of his grace, and 
VII bid you farewell, SET 


J. P. 


Letters to bit Priends, - 
The WALK of FAITH. 


True faith in God at — a a by 
To us inſtead of eyes, 


While; eagle-like, ſhe OW: TY N 


And looks beyond the ſkies. 


Thence ſhe brings back a good report > 
Our hope ſhe feeds and fills : 


She gives freſh cburage to the foul | 


To elimb th' eternal hills. 


Of Canaar's grapes ſhe gives a taſte,” | 


To raiſe our warm deſire 
To call theſe heavenly: joys our own, 
Which never ſhall. expire. 


Hence we with eager ſteps go on, 


Nor tire amidſt the road 
Trampling on all beneath the moon, 
We make our way to God. 


Supported by Almighty power, 
Faith fights her glorious way; 
Nor ſtops her- courſe till ſhe ſhall reach 
The realms of endlefs day. 


The ſoul by faith oft longing looks 8 
Up to her native ſæy, 


Wich outs ſtretch'd wings, yet n. 


TI, Chriſt ſhalt bid her fly. 
While 
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While ſhe's infetter'd here below, 
And clogg'd with fleſh and fin, 
She mourns and languiſhes to riſe 


To liberty divine. 


Abſence from God afflicts the mind 
Which once has known his love; 
But faith aſſures us we ſhall dwell 
With him in realms above. 


A thouſand ſnares and dangers till . 
Attend us through the way; 

But faith invigorates the foul  _ ___ __ + 
To walk without diſmay. 


In vain the pow of ear and hell 
Obſtruct us in the road 5 

Faith makes us conqu 'rors over all, 
Through our Redeemer's blood. 


But how divine will be our joys 
When faith is turn'd to fight ! 

We ſhall behold our Saviour's face, 

With infinite delight. 
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The WAEK of FAITH.” 


True faith i in God at EARS a 8 
To us inſtead of eyes, | 
| While, eagle-like, ſhe mounts aloft, .. . 
And looks beyond the ſkies. 


Thence ſhe brings back a good report; 

Our hope ſhe feeds and fills: 
She gives freſh courage to the ſoul - 

To elimb th' eternal Kills. | 

Of Canaar's grapes ſhe gives A taſte, 
To raiſe our warm deſire 

To call theſe heavenly: joys our own, + 
Which never ſhall. expire. 


Hence we with eager ſteps go on, 
Nor tire amidſt the road 

Trampling on all beneath the moon, 
We make our way to God. 


Supported by Almighty. power, 

Faith fights her glorious way; 
N Nor ſtops her: courſe till ſhe ſhall rec 
N The realms of endleſs day... 


1 The ſoul by faith oft Tonging looks 

A | Up to her native ſky, . | 

| . With out:ſtretch'd wings, yet patient waits, - 
| | III, Chriſt ſhalbbid her fly. 


While 
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While ſhe's infetter'd here below, 
And clogg'd with fleſh and ſin, 
She mourns and languiſhes to riſe 
| To liberty divine. 
Abſence from God afflicts the mind 
Which once has known his love; 


But faith aſſures us we ſhall dwell 
With him in realms above. 


A thouſand ſnares and dangers till 
Attend us through the way; 
But faith invigorates the ſoul 
To walk without diſmay. 


In vain the pow i of earth and bell 
Obſtruct us in the road 5 

Faith makes us conqu 'rors over all, 
Through our Redeemer's blood. 


But how divine will be our joys 
When faith is turn'd to ſight ! 
We ſhall behold our Saviour's face, 
With infinite delight. 


LETTER 
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LETT FR XXXIV. 
1 Miſs A. 


Lees, Marth 1 10, s 
My Ds FRIEND, 


Your kind and affecting letter came 
not to hand till the 8th inſt. I thank you 
for your tender concern for me in my diſ- 
treſs. May the attentive ear of kind Hea- 
ven be ever open to your prayers, on your 
own, and on my account! Sometimes! 
cheriſh the hope of being again a little re- 
ſtored, and that the father of mercies will 
once more lift up my head, and give me 
power to mention his lovingkindneſs, in 
the congregation of his people. Whether 
this ſhall be the caſe or no, time mult de» 
clare. I look on myſelf as the chief of 
ſinners; but my truſt is in the merciful 
Redeemer for all my ſalvation. My days 
are divided between ſharp conflicts and 
heavenly comforts. 


I nw 


— — — 3 — _ — * "IP" 
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I now feel more than ever, the worth of 
Chriſt and of grace; and the need of faith 
and patience. 

Be ſo good as to ae me affecti- 
onately to your dear mother. May the 
ererlaſting arms of the Almiglity be un- 
derneath her, to bear her up under her 
prevail ing afflictions, and to bring her with 
ſafety and joy to the poſſeſſion of the pro- 
miſed reſt! And may you all be duly af- 
ſected with the various and repeated trials 
vith which you are exerciſed! May you 
be ſupported under them, and profited by 
them all. That they may ſerve to brigh- 
ten all your virtues, that your path may 
ſhine more and more unto the perfect day! 
May the Father of mereies ſtrengthen 
your dear aged parent in her -languiſhing-- 
hours, make all her bed in her ſickneſs, 
and grant her peace and conſolation at the 
laſt! In all probability you muſt ſoon 
loſe her, and the loſs of ſuch a pafent will 
be great indeed! But may the Lord take 
you under his fatherly protection, preſerve 

you 
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you from the ſnares and dangers of this 
degenerate age, and accompliſh in you 
his whole will! I hope you will be enabled 
to cleave to him with full purpoſe of heart, 
as the guide and guardian of your future 
days. And when this deluſive world 
courts your attention, remember the cau- 
tion given, * Set not thy heart on that 
which 1 is not.“ | 
Mutation and mortality 
Are writ on all your eyes can ſee, 
Earth's deareſt joys precarious ſtand, gi 
As roſes wither in our hand. 


= your honoured grandfather is with 
vou, pleaſe to give my reſpects to 
him. Venerable man , I wiſh him 
proſperity of ſoul in the evening of life, 
in return for all his kindneſs to me. As 
an unerring providence hath emptied his 
hands of this world's goods, may the loſs 
be more than made up, by the hopes and 
proſpects of future fehcicy! He is now 
ſtanding on the brink of the grave; may 


the dews of heavenly grace ripen his ſoul 
| | tor 
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for glory! May the approach of death to 
him be as the fight of Jo/eph's'waggons to 
old Jacob; not ing due reviving to 


- his ſoul! 


To Dd bis mind under the diſap- 
pointments of life, may he often recollect, 


that we brought nothing into this world, ö 


and it is certain we can darry nothing out. 

Naked, ſays; Job, came I out of my mo- 
ther's womb, and naked ſhall I return thi- 
ther. The Lord gave and the Lord hath 


taken de Ned, ede name of the 


Lord! | 
Be ſo good as n reſpetts. to 
your worthy miniſter, and inform him, that 
my heart is ſtill full of ,good ,wiſhes far 


himſelf and his family; and that the hope 


of ſeeing him here ſoon, keeps up my 


ee ſpirits. r 
| Dear Miſs A. 


Dur afeflionate Fried, 
| J. 
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LETTER xxx. 
To the Rev. J. A. 


Lees, June 3, 1786. 
My Dran Fand, 


. I am ſtill of little uſe 
to others, it pleaſes the Almighty to ren- 
der me more comfortable to myſelf, than 
I have been in times paſt. I hope alſo, 
that he is graciouſly deſigning to revive 
my languid powers, and lift up my droop- 
ing head again. I feel a longing deſire to 
ſpeak his praiſe, and to walk at liberty 
in his commands. This defire I hope 
will be granted, in part here, and in per- 
fection hereafter, W ſhall be con- 


ſummated in glory. 
I think I have learnt more fully of 


late, that habitual grace only, unleſs it be 
' aided with freſh ſupplies from above, is 
quite unable to ſtand a ſtorm, or to face 


death without diſmay, May we all live 
under 
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under the commanging power of thoſe 
weighty words, *Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed to 
the day of redemption. 
| Thoſe who have no might of their own, 
muſt of courſe ſtand in need of continual 
ſupplies from a ſuperior hand. And it 
well becomes thofe, whoſe all is of match- 
leſs grace, to: be humble, thankful, prayer- 
fu} and obedient. Becauſe they derive 
their all from that kind hand, which 
might, not only with-hold” good from 
them, but which might alſo juſtly execute 
vengeance upon them. May theſe hints 
be imprinted on our minds! They will 
ſurely do us good. I am willing to en- 
large, but writing is painful to me. 
Hoping to have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you here before long, I ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your affeckionate Brother, 


J. . 


P 2 LETTER 


— 
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LETTER . oy 
To" the "Rev." 22 


Lees, e 3 1786. 
Dax BROTHER, FL SER NY 5 


1 Am quite at a los ens to din my 
gratitude for the compaſſionate regard 
which you and your dear friends have 
ſhewn to me, in my affliction, in the pre- 
ſent you ſent me by Mr. A. am not in 
abſolute need, yet I thank you for your 
bounty; praying that he who is Lord of 
all, may return a ſeven-fold reward into 
your own boſom, and into the boſoms of 
my unknown. friends, who haye ſo libe- 
rally miniſtered to one ſo unworthy of 
their notice. bl ted 2 fl ue 

But it is a faithful ſaying, There is no 
want to them that fear him. Help me to 


be thankful, that J am not reduced to to 
4 neceſſity, now when I can do nothing. Il 
never had much from the people whom 1 
| C: ſerved 


is 
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ſerved ſo many years. 
bleffing of Providence, and the induſtry 
and frugality of my dear yoke-fellow and 
daughter, we have had enough; and 
there is yet a little meal in the barrel, and 
a little oil in the cruiſe, which I hope will 
not fail to anſwer our future needs. 


All I aſked when I firſt ſet out, was, 


bread to eat, and raiment to put on, with. 
a peaceful removal to my Father's houſe, 
when my work was done. The former 
part of my requeſt has been granted hi- 
therto, and I hope the latter alſo will take 
place in its time. May we enjoy God 
with all our enjoyments and'glorify him: 
with all we have and are! 

We are indeed a feeble family, but not- 
forſaken of our God. Whether ever I 
ſhall be able to ſpeak. again: in the name 
of Jeſus, I cannot tell. To will is pre- 
ſent with me, and I am _— for Roper 
to perform. 
l viſh you may duily receive; aa doubt 


not but a ſupply. of the Spiri of 


23 all 


Vet through the 
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all grace, equal to all your needs. And 
may you long live to call finners to re. 
pentance, and edify the body of Chriſt! 
May the Lord help you to be faithful and 
affectionate; may he evermore keep you 
from fainting and falling; and grant you 
the joy which ariſeth from growing ſucceſs, 
or patience enough to bear all your diſ- 
appointments! May humility, integrity 
and uprightneſs preſerve your ſoul; that 
at nn you may finiſh. mow n with 
Joy1- Tran WELS Ha | 
2 our grateful and eſtimate = | 
__ P. 


LETTER XXXVII. [ue 
To the Rev. W. G N 


| Nov. 15 1766. 
DAR Bran, 


Erie a private life very well, Many 
- and great are the advantages of devout re- 
- tirement; eſpecially to one who is ſo-nearly 
= approaching 
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approaching to the eternal world, as Llook 
upon myſelf to be. But when it is well 
with me in the cloſet, I long: moſt of all 


to tell to others what I ſee and feel. Let 


again, the infirrnities of the fleſh oblige 
me to conceal what Iwiſh to declare. 
Laſt Saturday evening, Iſpoke at the in- 
terment of one of our moſt ancient friends, 
who, I believe is gone to heaven. The 
thought of this helped me to ſpeak the 
more feelingly on the ſolemn occaſion, 
The following day, 1 was aſſiſted to 
preach more than an hour, on the living 
water of which our divine teacher ſpoke, 
to the woman at Jacob's well. Though 
attended with many painful feelings, as to 
the outward man, I had a good ſeaſon, 
But this was ſucceeded with one of my 
ſhivering fits, and with great laſſitude. 
am as willing as ever to ſpend and be 
ſpent in that ſacred employ; but 1 fear 1 
ſhall be able to do very little. Aſſiſt me 
by your prayers, that my remaining days 


mT, be rendered in ſome meaſure com- 
fortable 
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| fortable to myſelf, and uſeful to others; or 
at leaſt, that I may be enabled, more 


chearfully and conſtantly to ſay, with my 

heart as well as my lips, © Father in 

heaven, thy will be done.” All the mem- 

bers of my family are unwearied in their 

regard and attention to me, unworthy as. 

I am. The God of merey reward them 
for all their care and love. 

F am, my dear Brother, 
Ever yours in the. beſt bonds,. 
J. P. 


LETTER XXXVIIL. 
To the Rev. W. C. 
December 1 arb, 17 86. 


BRELOVRED BROTHER, 


Mr languid powers are now, by means 
of reſt, on the recruiting hand, which 
renders my days more comfortable. O 


that I may be unfeignedly thankful to that 


beſt of beings, to whoſe bounty and grace 
we owe all our preſent comforts; and our 
future hopes. Perhaps I may yet be ena- 
bled to afford, a little aſſiſtance to the 
neighbouring churches, by way of as oc- 
caſional ſupply. .. 1. 

The labours of Mr. W. meet with 
general acceptance in our congregation, 
yet as the ſalary is not ſufficient for the 
ſupport of his growing family, he is not 
likely, to ſettle here. I beheve, if you 
could inform him of any other place more 
promiſing in point of income, he would 
think himſelf very much obliged to you, 
May the Chief Shepherd timely provide 
both for him, and for this little flock ! | 

My requeſt for you is, that, the Lord 
may bleſs you, your family, and the 
people committed to your care. May 
the light of his countenance, and the joys 
of his great and precious ſalvation, ani- 
mate you in all your labours, ſweeten all 
your mercies, and ſooth all your ſorrows ! 
And may your now pinioned ſoul be, at 

length 
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length ſet free from all its fetters, and 
tranſmitted to thoſe peaceful, thoſe joyful 
regions where ſin and its attendants are 
neither felt nor feared ! I hope you will 
not ceaſe to pray that you and I, with all 
that are dear to us both, may have a hap- 
py meeting there, to ſpend a bliſsful eter- 
ality in wonder, love, and praiſe. - | 

1 am, Ge. N. 


LETTER XXXIX. 58 
To the Rev. W. c. | 
; Lees, April 10, un 


Dax Brornrn, 


1 Pity you in your afiQtions, 105 am 
looking up to heaven for you, from 
whence comes all our help. There is a 
needs be for all the painful things we feel, 
and a deſign of love in all. Let us con- 
ſider how much better it is to be chaſtened 


of 
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of the Lord, than to be condemned with 
the world. May your mind be kept hum 
ble, patient and compoſed. Look for- 
ward to the bliſsful ſhore, hold up your 
hands, and ſwim againſt wind and tide. 

Permitmetoremindyou of yourduty as 
a military man. You know that you are 
to have the goſpel armour on, and to fight 
the good fight of faith. But this is not 
all. You are a man in office, and are 
particularly called to beat up for volun- 
teers, about the ſides of Satan's camp. 
Tell thoſe whom you addreſs, what a good 
king he is into. whoſe ſervice you invite 
them to enter. He will give them preſent 
pay, and very good quarters, He will 


furniſh them with armour of proof, from 
his own magazine. He will clothe them 
in raiment ſuch as princes wear, which is 
finer and more durable than gold. He 
will ſpread over them his banner of love: 


he will ſtand by them in every cngage- 
ment, and cover theiv ends in the day of 
battle, He will enſure 2 to them, 


and 


$ 
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and make them, not only conquetors, but 
more than conquerors through his love. 
When the glorious conteſt is over, he will 
appoint unto each of them a kingdom, a 
crown of glory, robes of light, a palm of 
victory, a ſong of triumph and everlaſting 
joy. By ſuch inducements as theſe, 
compel them to come in. I with you 
proſperity in the name of the * 
d am * xp fellen;/aldter, . 


1 Urs n 3 5 
Ki: Think not your labour at an end | 
7 Though you be aged grown ; | 6 
© Freſh toils may yet your ſteps adhd $053 142 4 
DIL Ere you receive the en. 84 317 4145 
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3 that your life is ſoared + to us 2 
little longer. May your powercof action 
be ſpeedily reſtored, your uſefulneſs con- 

tinued, 


$+ 
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tinued, and your lamp burn with growing 
luſtre to the very laſt! I wiſh your pre- 


ſent affliction may be rendered as profita- 


ble to your mind, as your former troubles 


have been. And while you and your dear 


partner in life are conſined to your rooms, 


may heavenly influences ſo bedew your 
ſouls, that you may grow in grace, and be 
filled with comfort! May you. ſo drink 


of the brook, by the way, as'to be enabled 


to lift up your heads above all theſe dif- 
treſſing ſcenes! May you rejoice in future 
glory, which is near at hand; which will 


be farisfying in its tun, and endleſs i in 
is duration, 


If you are able to write, I ſhould 'be | 
glad of a line by the bearer. l muſt haſ- 
ily conclude, with our beſt wiſhes to You 


and yours, 


18 


G tern 


A 
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'To Miſs A. e 
en hs v 


4 


My Dan FRIEND, 


| CITE you for your 172 7 acceptable 
letter, and rejoice in the good news it 
brings reſpecting you all. I have had 
painful doubts about your health, but am 
now relieved. 1 wiſh to expreſs my. grate- 
ful feelings to your ſiſter for her labour of 
loye. I hope the Lord will 'recompenſe 
her, by giving her an increaſc of that which 
will contribute to her happineſs here, and 
be the pledge of her admittance into end- 
leſs felicity hereafter. | 

Truſt in God, obey him, and fear no 
evil. For he is indeed, beyond all ex- 
preſſion good and gracious. He deals 
mercifully with me, both as to my body, 
my mind, my family, and my circum- 
ſtances. He cauſes our very afflict ions to 


become our mercies. Ceaſe not to pray 
| for 
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for us, that we may make more ſuitable 


returns to him for all his benefits towards us. 


Upon the whole, ] find myſelf better 


this ſpring than formerly. I have work 
enough to do; and am helped to perform 
it with ſome degree of pleaſure, amidſt 
my many infirmities. I long, O I long 
earneſtly" to be rendered uſeful to preci- 


ous ſouls; and wiſh to know where the 
Lord would have me go, to ſpend my few 


remaining days, and that he would grant 


me his gracious preſence” wherever he is 


pleaſed to fend me. My family joins in 
grateful reſpects and good wiſhes. I could 
be glad to enlarge, but by other concerns 
am forbid to do-it at preſent. Be ſo good 
as to give my reſpects to Mr. and Mrs. R. 
That great grace may be upon ** _ is 
the N . of, 


Dur cordial friend, 
1 
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LETTER, XIII. 

ke he Rev. h. es N 
Tecs, July 8, 1789. 
My Dian Dnoraks, APE. 


* heard of the langutd; 3 to 
which your once active powers are now 
reduced; and having had ſo much expe- 
rience of the ſame myſelf, I tenderly ſym- 
pathize with you, and offer up my ſup- 
plications to God for you. May he whoſe 
heart is pitiful, and whoſe arm is power- 
ful; even Jeſus, the only Saviour of our 
ſouls, and the beſt phyſician for our bodies, 
deal graciouſly with you! May he be pleaſ- 
ed to ſpare you a little longer, and revive 
you again, in mercy, to yourſelf, to your 
fami] y, and to your flock ! Or otherwiſe, 
may he hold you by your right hand, ad- 
mit you to lean on his compaſſionate 
boſom, render you comfortable to yourſelf, 


and wholly reſigned to Lis will ! And may 
he, 


[ 
{ 
ſ 


$3 "ILY 
- 


he, with a ſinile on his countenance, ſay 
to you, Wen done, good and faithful 
ſervant, enter chou into the joy of thy 
Lord!“ 

Fear not, dear brother; keep your 
eye on the good land which is beyond the 
Jordan of death. Look unto the living 
Redeemer, and doubt not, but he who 
hath conducted vou through the wilder- 


neſs, will put you into the poſſeſſion of 


the promiſed inheritance ; 5 and grant You 
a ſafe paſſage thither. 


SY » "eo; o 
THREAT EEE 1 * 


jeſus can make is VE -ELL du 2] 
Feel ſoit as downy pillows ace, 
While on his breaſt you lean your head, 15 


And breathe your life out ſweetly there. y 


May your dear, but dying companion, 
be duly reconciled to theſe trying diſpen- 
ſations of divine providence ;. may ſhe be 
ſupported under redoubled afflictions, and 
in due time, have a happy iſſue out of all ! 
May death itſelf be your mutual and ever- 
laſting gain! This is the earneſt deſire of 
him, who now addreſſes you, and who 


2 hopes 
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hopes to foe you hereaſter in chat happy 


210 76 


world, where our joy mall be full, our 
communion ſweet, and our Ray eternal, 
I T. 
14. LETTER. XLI. . 3 
re the ae W. 1 1 


BatoyzD Buoruza, Hai Phe 553 


Ki much Fre Ces your 


people in your abſence, whilſt J was at- 
tempting to warn the wicked, and to win 
the weary to a place of reſt, What re- 


ports you may hear, and what effects will 


follow, I know not. But it would rejoice 
my trembling heart, to hear that ſome 
good was done. For to ſerve Chriſt, 
and do good to ſouls, is, in part, the end 
for which I have lived, and do yet wiſh 
to live. It is what I moſt earneſtly de- 
fire, and for which I am more willing than 


ever, to exert all my feeble powers. © 


. abe 10, ber 


q 5 - 
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You will eaſily judge then what my fee- 
lings are, now that health, is a little re- 


ſtored, when I fit down ſilent, having no 


work to do. 1 am crying and waiting for 
the counſel of kind heaven to guide me, 
and find me ſome little employment, in 


ſome corner of his vineyard. My ears 


are bored to the poſts of my -Maſter's 
door, and I am unwilling to quit his ſer- 
vice, though the year of jubile be come. 
On my return from B ] found my 
little family in very afflictive circumſtances, 
But, thank God, it is better with us at 
preſent. I hope to take a journey your 
way in a little while, and in the mean time 
ſhould be glad to hear from you. Our 
united good wiſhes attend you, and all 
that are * to you. 


*Þ; p. 


— 


— 
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| LETTER Nix. 
1 0: he: Won W. c. 


1 Ja 08. 14, te 


BrLovep FrienD, 


e144 ' 


Jaw I ſhall tire you with my tale of 
affliction ſo often repeated. But out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth 
ſpeaks, and the pen writes. The long- 
expected period will arrive wy ſorrow 
and ſighing ſhall flee away. Help vs 
with your prayers, that we may be more 
reſigned under. our preſent burdens, and 
more thankful for the innumerable mercies 
we enjoy; and be more eager and earneſt 
in our progreſs towards that better 
country, which is not defiled with fin, nor 
diſturbed with diſtreſs ; where ſickneſs 
and death, ſighs and rears have no place. 
Becauſe the inhabitants are all holy, the air 
is all ae and peace, the productions all 

ſalubricus 
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ſalubrious, and the employment all divine. 


There the ſun never goes-down.! There 


the chilling froſts and threatening ſtorms 
of winter have no admittance. There no 
changes are known, to embitter enjoy- 
ment with unce-tainty, But immutability 


and eternity are written on every object 


the eye can ſee. 

Will it not, think you, be good to be 
there? A certain writer who had been 
permitted to make a tranſient viſit into the 


third heaven, thought it far better to de- 


part and to dwell there, than to abide in 


the fleſh, Are not you, my dear brother, 


of his opinion, though you have never 
ſeen it & And ſhould not- we, and thoſe 
whom God has committed to our care, 
make more haſte to poſſeſs the good land ? 
Tell all that hear you, to labour to enter 
into tliat reſt, leſt any of them eee 
to come ſhort of it. c 
And that the enlightening, ee 
and ſanctifying influences of the 'all-graci- 
ous Spirit, may attend all your miniſtrati · 


ons 
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ons among the people, and your laſt: 
works be more bleſſed than your firſt, is 
p e deſire of 11 2 lid 2. 


Yo our gonna irether, 


"TT 


LETTER 'XLV. 
To Mrs. R— ern 


December | 225 e 

My Dran Farexp, e | 
Emi words to en che "grateful 
feelings of my heart towards you. I re- 
Joice upon every remembrance- of you. 
It gives me pleaſure that you are favoured 
with ſuch a meaſure of health, that you are 
fixed, by an indulgent providence, in 
comfortable circumſtances ; ' and above 


all, that you retain your fervency of mind 


towards God, are ſteady in your attach- 
ment to that pure religion, -which renews 
| . and 


| By the late Rev. John Parker. 189 
and rules the heart; transforms the mind; 


regulates the 3 and leads the 


ſoul to walk with God. 1 
This, only this, my dear friend, -can 


render life comfortable, death eaſy, | and 
heaven ſure, Hold faſt, therefore, "your 
integrity, and be careful that neither the 
hurry of buſineſs, nor the captivating 
ſcenes of the world, cool your affection 
for eternal things, or obſtruct your courſe. 


in the purſuit of them. May you be en- 


abled to perſevere in the [chriſtian race, 
with increaſing ſtrength and growing 
luſtre! For the path of the juſt is as the 
ſhining light, which ſhineth more and 


more unto the perfect day. 


Through mercy, and upon mercy, Iyer 
live, and am hoping ſo to do for ever. 
How humble, thankful, and obedient 
then ſhould I be ! But alas! 1 feel much 


pride, and ingratitude yet remaining with- 


in me, and am aſhamed to think how de- 


fegive Jam in every act of obedience. O 


pray for me, that! * be fruitful in old 


\ age, 
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age, and that my- laſt may be my belt | 


works. . 2 0% 884 + 


A kind wad ind * PE providenoticenduc. 


ted me in ſafety, in my return from G. 


I found my dear family ſafe, and as well as 
when I left them. I am now at E—, 
wiſhing to do good to precious ſouls; and 
though much weakneſs {till attends me, 
both in mind and body, I find myſelf as 


willing as ever, to ſpend and be ſpent for 
the honour of Chriſt, and in earneſt en- 


deavours to win poor ſinners to him, 1 
greatly deſire that I may be enabled in all | 
places to commend myſelf to the con- 
ſciences of all men, by the manifeſtation 


of the truth, as in the ſight of God. 


J long to know what the Lord would 
have me to do in reſpect to my preſent 
ſituation. Entreat the Lord for me, when 
you approach to his throne of grace, that 


he would lead me in a plain path, grant 
me aſſiſtance and ſucceſs in my poor la- 
bours, and indulge me with his gracious 
preſence wherever I wander, or wherever 
I reſt, I cannot 


FLY 28 
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I cannot live contented here, 
Without ſome-glimpſes of his fate; 
And heaven without his preſence there, 
Would be a dark and tireſome place. 


You will feel, both for yourſelf and me, 
while you read this. But I muſt con- 
clude, requeſting that you will preſent 


my reſpects to Mr. R, and your dear 


liſters, and believe me to be, 
Tour affettionate friend, 
85 „ 
P. S. Your relations here are all well, 
and ſend kind ſalutations. I ſhould be 
glad to hear from you before I leave this 
place, which will be the fourth of next 
month. I wiſh for you all, what J want 


for myſelf, a ſupply of the all-gracious 
Spirit, anſwerable to every neceſſity. 


R LETTER 
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LETTER XLVI.. 
To — 
My Dear Friend, | 


Ir ind myſelf no worſe for my late; Jö 
ney, through the indulgence of a kind and 
merciful providence. I reflect on our in- 
terview with pleaſure, though it was at- 
tended with circumſtances of diſcourage- 
ment and ſorrow. Such are all the enjoy- 
ments with which we are favoured in this 
imperfect ſtate. May we be counted wor- 
thy to meet once for all, in that bleſt abode 


where ſorrow ſhall never enter! Where 


all our right deſires ſhall be granted, where 
our joy ſhall be full, and dur ſtay eternal! 
In the mean time, may you poſſeſs your 
ſoul in patience, and have your mind 
compoſed, amidſt all the hurry and grief 
which may follow this breach in your fami- 
ly! Think it not ſtrange, if your way 
ſhould be a little more rough than hereto- 
fore 


A nn, — _—_—y — 
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fore, May the Father of the fatherleſs be 


your counſellor” and companion ; may he 


guide all your ſteps, and be all in all to 
you! Keep up your wonted intercourſe 
with him, and do not ſuffer any new ſcenes 
of life to obſtruct you in the way of duty, 
or to cool your affections towards heaven- 
ly objects. This is a changing and un- 
certain world; and the time of our con- 
tinuance in it is ſhort. 

And now; my dear friend, with my 
warmeſtwiſhes for your preſent and future 
welfare, L once more commend: you to 


God and the word of his: grace. May 


you daily increaſe in faith and holineſs; 


hold on your way, and grow ſtronger and 


ſtronger, till: yow come to the enjoyment 
of the inheritance of the ſaints in light! 


My family joins in cordial reſpects, 


with your affectionate and much obliged 


friend and ſervant, 
J. N. 


R 2 | LETTER 
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75, Miſs P. and 4 1 "OE 
4 Wainſgate, i ho 1 
My Dear Young Bud, 20 es 31765 


Vo will be pleakedic to | be chil dif- t 

tinguiſhing mercy ſtill maintains my. life, ſ 

and enables me to labour for the good of ' 

my fellow-ſinners on earth. 1 am con- c 

ſcious, that had I been dealt with accord- | 

| ing to my deſerts, 1 ſhould long ago. have 
1 been the companion of unhappy ſpitits in 1 
f hell. Adored be the riches of ſovereign tl 

| grace. To this I own myſelf a debtor for f 
my preſent enjoyments, and my future h 

hopes. 1 


I am daily attended with my old ifir- q 
mities, but, bleſſed be God, I am well tl 
ſupported by that Almighty arm, on which ir 
every ſaint relies. This is my relief under I 


all that is afflictive. 5 tl 
| Our 
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Our removal hither, at ſo late a period 
in life, you will eaſily ſuppoſe muſt have 
been ſomewhat trying. To forſake all,our 
friends, and our little poſſeſſions in our 
former ſituation, and come to reſide, * 
among ſtrangers, has been, ſuch a piece. 
of ſelf- TY as we never met with before. 

And yet ſo far as Iam able to ſpell out 
the diſpoſing will of God, by the fogt- 
ſteps ofhis Providence, think Lam, now. 
where he would have me to be. This 
quiets and ſatisfies my mind. 

I wiſh 1 could tell you, how much I 
long for his preſence here, I hope you 
will aſk, at the footſtool of divine mercy, 
this important favour for your unworthy 
friend. Lam now wandering” among the 
hills, ſeeking ſtrayed ſheep, and loft fouls.” 
There are multitudes - of theſe in tkis 
corner of the wilderneſs. My ſoul pities 
them ; earneſtly long to be inftrumental 
in ſaving ſome of them. In order to this, 
lam aiming at their hearts. Thos” 
they ſcem willing to hear, Büt Fam afraid | 

R 3 more - S | 
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more will flee from the word of truth, than 
fall before it. If they are butſteady in their 
attendance on the means, I ſhall have bet- 
ter hopes of ſucceſs. However, I wiſh ſo 
to ſpeak, and ſo to act, as either to ſave or 
to ſilence them that hear me. The people 
who form the little ſociety here, behave 
with much freedom, and their ſpirits ſeem 
greatly revived at my coming among 
them, I wiſh they may never grow weary 


of me. Through mercy I can till ſay, 
For Chriſt and ſouls I willing am 
To ſpend my lateſt breath, 
And lift my voice in Jeſus' name, 
Till it be loſt in death. 


My dear relatives are as well as they 
were before our removal. The continu- 
ation of their lives, and the n of 
their ſouls I earneſtly deſire. 

And now, little children, keep your- 
ſelves from idols. Be ſtedfaft in duty's 
way, humbly dependant on that kind and 
powerful arm, which hath helped you 
hitherto. Be concerned to keep up ſecret 
intercourſe with God and heayen ; and 

| the 
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the Father of the fatherleſs will compaſ- 
ſionate your reſpective caſes, conduct you 
ſafely through this dangerous world, and 
ere long call you to fit down with your 
pious parents and deceaſed friends, in the 
kingdom of heaven. Be pleaſed to com- 
municate to your dear ſiſter, the contents 

of this ſhort epiſtle, ſo far as you may think 
them worth her notice, and aſſure her . 
I am, her and your | 
Ever "Renato F — 
. 1: P. 


LETTER XLVIII. 
To the Rev. Mr. Ss 4% 


Hana Juh 1 iS, 1791. 
Dian Sn, „. 9 3 0 it 


ſ 


Mar grace, mercy and peace be mul- 
tiplied to you, and your dear partner in i 
life. As I cannot. be indifferent about 
your welfare, the agreeable ' information 
communicated in your laſt, gave me great 

_ pleaſure, 
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pleaſure. We are ſtill under affliction and 
diſcouragement. My dear wife is much 
broken down fince you ſaw her. She en- 
dures much pain, and is very feeble in- 
_ deed; though I hope ſhe may be conti- 
nued for ſome time longer in the land of 
the living. I find it difficult, in theſe try- 
ing circumſtances to ſay with the true ſpi- 
rit of reſignation, . Father, thy will be 
done.” We are making uſe of means for 
my dear partner's relief, and I hope you 
will join in prayer with us to the great 
phyſician, that theſe means may be ſuc- 
ceſsful. As to myſelf, thank God, I am 
ſtill ſupported under my many infirmities. 
My public work is rendered eaſy and com- 
fortable to my own ſaul, though often at- 
tended with, and always ſucceeded by ſuck 
pains of body, as make me think of late, 
that I muſt ere long be obliged. to deſiſt. 
Vet I find myſelf unwilling to reſigns. 28 
long as I can ſtand or ſpeak at all. 2251 
Nevertheleſs, it is ſtill true, that Gel. 


good to Iſracl, and that his, merey endus- 
eth for ever. 
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I wiſh you a growing meaſure of that 
happineſs which is connected with true 
holineſs. For as holineſs and happineſs 
were born both at once, they always go 
hand in hand they wax and wane, they 


live and die together. The ſoul, which 
was originally created - after. its Maker's 


image, can find no true and laſting reſt, 
till that image is reſtored.” | 
lt muſt be owned, = Ek while in this 


ſinful world, in one point of view, the 


more holy we are, the more unhappy we 
ſhall be; becauſe we ſhall, on that account, 
be more ſenſible of imperfection in our- 
ſelves, and be more grieved for what we 
ſee amiſs in our kindred, our friends, and 
all the world around us. O ha delir- 
able is that world, where holineſs dwells in 


full perfection, and happineſs meets with 


no interruption, but is increaſing to infi- 
nite duration! It will be good to be there. 

Mean time, may an hourly ſupply of the 
all- gracious Spirit be communicated to 
you, my dear Sir, equal to all your ne- 
| ceſſitics 
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cellities in life, or on a dying bed. Thope 
you will aſk the ſame for me. 

The hint you gave of your deſign toiſes 
us again, pleaſed me well. When ſhall 
we expect you? While you delay your 
coming, 1 hope you will not forget us in 
our various afflictions. Theſe are likely 
to be ſtill increaſing. For my only ſiſter, 
whom I left at. Barnolaſwick, not much 
younger than myſelf, by a fall ſhe had laſt 
winter, broke her right arm; and-as ſheis 
now rendered incapable of ſupporting her- 
ſelf, ſhe. is coming to reſide with us. So 
that my houſe will be like-a little hoſpital, 

Nevertheleſs, all theſe afflictions are real- 
ly light, and in compariſon but for a mo- 
ment. May but kind Heaven grant us 
adaily increaſe of faith and patience, and 
we ſhall be ſupported- under them while 
they laſt, and get beyond them by and by. 

I truſt you will ſtill be enabled to hold 
faſt your integrity, keep eternity in view, 
and ſpeed your courſe inthe heavenly road, 


till you reach the promiſed inheritance. 
May 
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May you and your dear companion, fo live 
in love, that, at a dying hour, you may 
bid each other adieu, in the joyful hope of 
a ſpeedy re · union in the regions of immor- 
tal felicity! Be ſo good as to tell my 
friends at G, to whom Iwrote when 
at Rochdale, that I remember them till, 
and hope they will no day forget me or 


mine. And that Iſrael's God, as the God 


of providenceand grace, may be with you 
all, till you meet in glory, is the andere 
deſire: of. dear Sir, 


| Ther Met Friend &e. 
J. T. 


LETTER XLIX. 
To Mrs. R. | 
n Nov. 5 no. 


DzAR MADpDAM, 


I your very affectionate epiſtle 
yeſterdav, and though it found me unable 
to read a ſingle line, I got one to read it 

a for 
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for me, and was greatly refreſhed by it, 
I thank you for your tender and Rey 
regard to me and mine. ' ; 
| Iwo months ago I was viſited with a 
. fever. And though it has pleaſed the Al- 
mighty in a meaſure to reſtore me, yet! 
have ſuſtained a very great loſs by it. For 
my ſight is ſo far impaired, that Lam not 
able to ſee one letter of any book, be the 
print ever ſo large. Nor can I obtain any 
aſſiſtance from glaſſes, But it is the will 
of my heavenly Father, and I deſire to ſub- 
mit with patience, and * to wait till 
my change come. 

I ſtill am enabled, through divine mercy, 
to preach a little; and though I cannot 
read my bible, my work is rendered more 

| eaſy and comfortable to myſelf than be- 
fore. O that it may be more uſeful to 
thoſe that hear! , 

My aged ſiſter, who fome time ago 
broke her arm, is come to us, and is more 
active than I could have expected. So that 
upon the whole, we put on as well as ſor- 

merly 


* 
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merly. I deſire you will continue your 
prayers for us, but do not-mourn on my 
account, For I hope the Lord is with me, 
and his lovingkindneſs, you know, is 
better than life. | | 

What elſe I could wiſh to fay to you, 
muſt be deferred till we meet in heaven; 


unleſs you could come once more and ſee 


me while here below. This would 'be 
matter of great joy to us all. Be pleaſed 
to make my reſpects acceptable to Mr. R. 
and remember me affectionately to your 
dear fifters. T am, &c, 


J. P. 


When all thy mercies, O my God, 
My riſing ſoul ſurveys, 
Tranſported with the view I'm loſt, 
In wonder, love, and praiſe. 


S LETTER 
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LETTER L. 
To Miſs D. and Miſs H. A. 
Hunke, Sept. is 157 


Dran CniLDREN, 


M- heart joins my pen, in wiſhing you 
all needful good here, and full felicity 
hereafter. Through mercy, my family re- 
mains much the ſame as when I wrote to 
your dear ſiſter, a fortnight ago. And as 
to myſelf, ſince I ſaw you, my days have 
been painful, my work difficult, and my 
ſpirits low; but bleſſed be God, I am not 
yet forſaxen. For lome weeks I have been, 
and ſtill am, lying at the pool, crying for 
a healing virtue to attend the means I am 
making uſe of, in order to obtain a little 
relief to this poor pained body. And I am 
now beginning to hope, that the means 
will not be altogether without effect. Help 
me with your prayers, that J may be more 
fully and conſtantly reſigned to the divine 

diſpoſal. 
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diſpoſal. I now feel afreſh, the need of 
faith and patience, 

Dear Children, be ſober, be vigilant; 
and the God of love and peace ſhall be 
with you. Let your dear ſiſter know 
this. Weep not for me, but weeprather, tliat 
the Spirit of grace hath ſo much forſaken 
the churches, and ery aloud for his return. 
For if he refuſe to afford his gracious in- 
fluence, ſaints muſt languiſh, ſinners will 
remain dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and the 
goſpel trumpet be ſounded in vain. And 
who that has taſted that the Lord is graci- 
ous, would wiſh to ſtay long here, if he 


ſhould withdraw, or ſuſpend the wonted Phy 


tokens of his favour and mercy? 

I hope you will remember him in his 
affliction, who no day forgets you, but de- 
ſires to approve himſelf to the end of liſe, 

Tour affeftionate friend, 


J. P. 


T's LETTER 


St Se IR 
— 


206 . Letters 16 bis Friends, 


LETTER LI. 
To Miſs A. | 
Wainſgate, Nov. 30, 1 792. 


Mv Dran FRIEND, 


M Y heart is glad that you are now fa- 
voured with ſo comfortable a meaſure of 


health, and earneſtly deſirous that your 
ſoul alſo may. proſper. I feel a tender 
concern for your afflicted couſin, May 
God be gracious unto her, and prepare 
her for the great change, which, in all 
probability is near! I hope your company 
and converſation will be of uſe to her. 

I am forry to ſay, that all hope of my 
coming to E-—, while you are there, is 
now cut off. For my caſe is ſuch, that I 
can do little but lean on the pulpit cuſhion, 

and ipeak of Jeſus and his ſalvation to the 
people. And though many difficulties at- 
tend me in chat work, and imperfection 
intermingles itſelf with all I ſpeak or do; 
| yet 
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yet for the moſt part, the time I ſpend in 
the pulpit is the moſt pleaſing time to me, 
except that which I ſpend on my knees in 
private. And were it not for theſe lucid 
intervals, my life would be a burden. For 
I now feel what it is for the heart and fleſh 
to fail. May the Lord be the ſtrength. of 
my dying heart, and my portion for ever! 
He will be yours too. 0 1 

My dear companion in life is, by little 


and little, going the way of all the earth. 


Indeed, we are all ſinking under our re- 


ſpective infirmities. Bur yet our mercies 


are more and greater than our afflictions. 

May the Lord help you to improve 
time, health, means, and mercies while 
you have them; for though all theſe are 


precious in themſelves, they are very pre- 
carious in their continuance. They will 


not laſt always. My heart is full, but I 
am unable to tell you what I feel. I wiſh, 
if it ſhould be poſſible, to write a line to 
your dear ſiſter next week. But what can 
be done by a man to enfeebled, and nearly 


without the light of day? 
S 3 I commend 
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J eommend you to God and the word of 
his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all 
them that are ſanctified. May your fa- 
thet's God be your God for ever and ever 
May he keep you from all evil, and a- 
bundantly bleſs you with all needful good, 
for the life that now is, and that wh ich is 
to come. With my reſpects to your ſiſ- 
ters, and the family where you now are, I 
fabſcribe myſelf, perhaps for the laſt time, 
Your affectionate Friend, 


LETTER LII. 
To Mrs. R. 


Wainſgate, Dec. 6, 1792. 
» Dzax Manan, 


ta 
ua 


1 make no ſuitable returns for the 
render concern you diſcover for the wel- 


fare of myſelf and family. This I can ſay, 
| my 
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my heart breathes out many ardent petiti- 


ons for the proſperity of my dear friend, 


and of thoſe moſt nearly related to her. 
And this I think is ſome proof of a e 
and well grounded affection. 

You will learn how it is with us, from a 
letter I wrote to your ſiſter, a week ago. 

You with me to give you a word of ad- 
vice, to quicken your mind, and ſtir you 
up in the way of duty; I am pleaſed with 
your requeſt, but I muſt beg leave to re- 
fer you for an anſwer, to a meditation in 
Bennet's Chriſtian Oratory, for New-Year's 
Day in the morning. As I think you have 
that valuable book, you will find ſome- 
thing in that part of it which I have men- 
tioned, very well adapted for the purpoſes 
you ſpecify. It expreſſes the feelings of 
my heart, and contains the counſels I 
hould with to give. 

How important an exerciſe 1s ſpiritual 
meditation! And how delirable to have 
heavenly affections enkindled in our bo- 
ſoms! To have, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, 

the 
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the comforts of God to delight our ſouls ! 
Theſe comforts are foretaſtes of future 
glory. Like the grapes of \Efbcol, they 
quicken our deſires to poſſeſs the good 
land. They raiſe our - hopes, confirm our 
reſolution; and inſpire us with freſh cou- 
rage to fight our way to it. O how happy 
would this otherwiſe tireſome life be, had 
we but more of a heavenly temper! Let 
us aſpire aſter diſpoſitions ſuited to that 
better country to which we are going. 

I lament that I am ſo far ſhort of what 
Twiſh to be. Yet the Lord is gracious and 
full of compaſſion. Bleſſed be his holy 
name for ever. Ceaſe not to pray for me 


and mine. I am often ſaying, 
I cannot live contented here, 
Without ſome glimpſes of thy face ; 
And heav'n without thy preſence there 
Would be a dark and tireſome place. 


When my poor performances will be 
publiſhed, I am not able to ſay ; though 
J could wiſh my friends might have ſome 
token in their hands, to perpetuate our 


regard for one another, and to ſtir up their 
minds 
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minds by way of, remembrance, when. I 
am gone. 

Requeſt, at the throne of grace, for me, 
a daily increaſe of faith and patience, to 


bear me up under all the pains of lan- 


guiſhing nature; and that I may be fa- 
voured with one heavenly ſmile from my 


Redeemer, in my laſt conflict. 
With due reſpects to Mr. R. and your 
ſiſters, 1 remain, 


Your . F. i | 
N 1 


LETTER. LIIH. 


To Mrs. R. 


Wainſgate, April 26, 1793: 
Dear FRIEND, 


Soon after my laſt to you was ſent to 


the office, your kind preſent came to hand, 


which I gratefully receive, as a freſh and 
feeling proof of your continued and diſin- 
crete affect ion for me and mine, May 


that 
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that good God repay you, who ſtill makes 
our forfeited and dying lives his care! We 
have both been very poorly this cold 
month; but till I am able to ſpeak to 
the people. I am intending to adviſe them 
next ſabbath, to lay up a treaſure in hea- 
ven theſe bad times. The counſel may 
not be unſeaſonable for you. I am, both 
as to my inward and outward man, in a 
{tate of continual fluctuation. 

Sometimes I want to be in heaven, and 
ſometimes I fear to croſs the Jorden of 
death, Painful fears and joyful hopes are 
ſtriving for the maſtery, in my anxious 
breaſt, O may the latter prevail! I would 


ſay of our divine Redeemer, 
If hell. deſerving me to heaven he bring, 
No heart ſo glad, no tongue ſo loud ſhall ſing. 


Though l fear to depart hence, yet I can 
ſee, 1 can hear of nothing on earth, which 
can ſatisfy my mind, or invite my ſtay. 
Alas! to what a pitch of ſtupidity and 
wickedneſs is this world grown! In what, 
a deplorable condition is our native land! 

+ 20 | And 


-4 
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And the withdrawment of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit from the means of grace, is to me the 
moſt painful proof of divine diſpleaſure 
againſt the ſleepy church, and the trifling 

profeſſors of the day. 


Return, O God of lore return, 
Earth is a tireſome place; 

How long ſhall we thy children mourn 
The abſence of thy face! 


This thought ſometimes pleaſes and re- 
lieves my mind, that heaven is peopled 
with ſuch as were once loft in the fall, afar 
off from God, and making haſte to hell. 
This I call to mind, therefore have I hope, 
that Almighty grace may bring me thither, 
notwithſtanding all the evil which 1 have 
done. 

My ſight is ſo nearly gone, that it is next 
to impoſſible for me to write; and it muſt 
be next to impoſſible for you to read what 
I have written. But I could not deny my- 
ſelf the pleaſure of making one effort more 
of this kind before I die. Nor could I be 
content to delay longer, left my ſilence 
mould give you pain. 


May 
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May the Lord abundantly bleſs you 

both, and your dear fiſters, and make you 

bleſſings to all with whom you have to do 
This is the ſincere deſire of 

Your ever grateful and afſectionate Friend, 

| * 


N. B. I ſuppoſe this to be the laſt let. 
ter My. Parker attempted to write; it bears 
date April 26, 1793, and he died the 29th 
of May following. 
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